
MINUTES OF FALL TSA BUSINESS  

MEETING, 21 October, 2007 
 

(Convened during the Texas Cavers Reunion at Paradise Canyon in Medina, TX.  

Submitted by Mark Alman) 

 

Officers Present: John Brooks, Chairman; Jacqui Bills-Thomas, Vice-chairman; Mark Alman, 

Secretary; Darla Bishop, Treasurer 

 

TSA Members and cavers in Attendance: Kurt Menking, Joe Ranzau, Don Broussard, Bill 

Steele, Ron Ralph, Lee Jay Graves, Jerry Atkinson, Carl Kunath, Jim Kennedy, Allan Cobb, Linda 

Palit, Robert Bisset, Ann M. Scott, Don Arburn, Orion Knox, Jay Jorden, Fritz F. Holt, Butch 

Fralia. 
 

Chairman's Report: (Brooks) Convened meeting at 10:30 PM. Thanked all for coming and 

thought that the Spring Convention and TCR was well attended and that the TCR location and 

weather was excellent. 

  

Vice-Chairman’s Report: (Bills-Thomas) 

 

 Spring Convention Wrap Up: Enjoyable, but, a LOT of work. Advanced info online was 

helpful. Jacqui indicated that we need a plan or process for future conventions and Vice-Chairs to 

ease the planning and execution of these events. Early solicitation, selection, and election of TSA 

officers would help in this regard, also. See below. 

 

Secretary's Report: (Alman) Minutes from the Spring Meeting were available for all to read. 

After reviewing, a motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as read. Motion carried. 

  

Treasurer’s Report: (Bishop) Good turnout at TCR and a lot of renewals and new members added 

at Registration. See attached treasurers report on page 28. 

 

Standing Committee Reports: 

 

TSA Projects—(Kennedy) Jim had nothing to report, as the Project leaders hadn’t submitted any 

reports to him. Jim stated that a few kneecaps may have to be broken in order to get reports. 

 

 Orion Knox mentioned that a Bustamante Project Coordinator is still needed. Orion and 

Rune Burnett are available to help more on these duties and to transfer what info they do have as to 

what this position entails. A lot of work (restoration, graffiti and trash removal, etc.) still remain to 

be done. Labor Day 2008 would be a good date to re-start this project, as the road should be 

completed. Orion available to work with new coordinator in interfacing with local officials. 

Someone else would be needed to assign projects and to answer inquiries. 

 

TSA Website— (Fralia) Slight dropoff at website during the summer, but, this is normal. Running 

at ~2500 hits per month. Dynamic calendar is up to date and used very heavily. Trying to 

coordinate it as THE central calendar for Texas caving.  

 There is a Members Only area, but, it is not heavily used or promoted.  

 “Crossing Into Mexico” section heavily viewed, but, is in need of updating. Gil Ediger, the 

original author, perhaps? 



 

Safety and Techniques — (Broussard) Gave report on info on the emergency contact card and that 

it was still correct. Passed cards out to all. 

 Mentioned an excellent two parts series in The NSS News on beginning caving that he 

thought would be worthwhile to run in The TEXAS CAVER. He stated that he would contact the 

author for permission to reprint. Done and is in this issue! 

 

 Jerry Atkinson brought up the need, in light of the recent Airmans Cave rescue, that the 

TSA purchase “mole phones” so support people on the surface could talk to rescuers in ground. All 

thought this was an excellent idea and Jerry will research. 

 

Membership Committee — Chair still vacant. Still, no takers. 

 

TSA Land Fund – Jay Jorden discussed the land fund and possible future uses of the funds, i.e., 

acquiring land, purchasing a permanent location for various caving functions, give to other 

conservancies, etc. Jay to set up a committee to discuss and will involve a lawyer and new TSA 

Chair. Committee will discuss options, establish a trustee meeting, present to TSA Board, and vote. 

 Funds are currently with Fidelity and are conservatively invested in CD’s. 

TSA Store – (Graves) Store still needs work and a committee formed to handle this. Inventory 

needs to be completed and items re-stocked. 

 Lee Jay did report that we had very good sales at TCR of TSA merchandise. 

Need more bat stickers. Suggested a 3” x 5” design be used in order to maximize use of material. 

Lee Jay and Don Arburn to investigate. It was reported that there is a large roll of white reflective 

tape (Scotch Lite) in inventory and it could be used to fab a new supply of Oztotl stickers for the 

store. 

 Suggestion was made to create new designs for TSA T-shirts. Don to submit  his design to 

Lee Jay for consideration. 

 (REI, Karst Sports have been contacted. No response yet. Turned down, yet again, by Bob 

and Bob to advertise).  

 

Publications — (Alman) The TEXAS CAVER and the TSA continues to add new members and 

advertisers. We now have six companies and the TSS running ads. Advertising now covering over 

%10 of printing costs. 

 John Brooks gathering information and filling out the necessary forms for bulk mailing. 

 Jerry Atkinson/Carl Kunath have completed the 50th anniversary issue of The TEXAS 

CAVER. Mark Alman to handle printing and mailing of this special issue. Allan Cobb stated that 

TCR would donate $300 towards this special edition. 

 Various suggestions on TC content made and ideas for new advertisers we could add 

voiced. Mark to research. 

 Suggestion was made that, due to the generous donations that Whole Earth Provisions made 

to TCR, that they receive a free ad for a year in the TC. Mark to investigate and ad has started to 

run in this issue! 

 

Old Business 

 

2009 ICS Support – Possible sponsorship by TSA discussed. Jim Kennedy suggested a $1K TSA 

sponsorship and much discussion ensued. All agreed that an international event of this magnitude 

required a Texas caving presence, as it will be in Fredericksburg. Motion made, seconded, and 



approved to send $1K for TSA sponsorship of this event. 

 

TSA Listserve for TSA Announcements – Consensus was reached to continue using CaveTex for 

this. 

 Discussions to buy various Texas caving related domains. Estimated cost was $8 per 

domain. Butch chair committee to buy up and register domain names and Darla to forward funds to 

do so. 

 

TSA Signs — Don Arburn and Allan Cobb procured new weather resistant signs for use at future 

caving events. They also paid for them! Thanks, Don and Allan! 

 

Bulk Mail Permit – John Brooks handling this and submitting forms for this. 

 

TSA Mission Statement — No action yet. Suggestion made at the Spring Convention that the TSA 

needs a statement for its “reason to exist” Jerry Atkinson was to solicit inputs and work on a rough 

beginning statement. 

 

New Business 

 

TSA Winter Meeting – It was agreed that it would be held the weekend of January 11th thru the 

13th at CBSP. Staff at state park is very interested in our continued participation, in light of this 

being the 20th year of the CBSP Project. 

 

Honey Creek Tower Improvements – A grant request from Kurt Menking and Bill Steele was 

submitted for refurbishment of tower and replacement of cable for Shaft Entrance at Honey Creek 

Cave 

 The grant request reads “Most Texas cavers have visited Texas’ longest cave at one time or 

another since the exploration and survey project began there in the early 80s.  Since then there have 

been hundreds of trips to the cave, two Texas Caver Reunions were held there, and even a planning 

meeting for the 1994 Brackettville NSS Convention was held on the Gass Ranch at the Shaft 

Entrance.  Honey Creek is the longest cave in the state.  Some feel strongly that it is our best cave 

for many reasons.  It is certainly a unique cave.  Cavers from many other countries have visited it.  

Field trips to it are planned during the 2009 International Congress of Speleology.  This cave is 

very important to speleology in our state. 

 The Shaft Entrance to Honey Creek Cave was constructed in 1985.  Most of the cost was 

paid by the Gass family, the owners of the ranch where its three entrances are located.  For the past 

22 years the Shaft Entrance has run smoothly without harmful incident, but it has not had any 

significant maintenance.  This request aims to remedy that. 

 Our proposal is for the TSA to grant $1,200 of its funds for the expenditures listed below.  

A work weekend in the spring 2008 will be planned and well announced to Texas cavers, looking 

for representation from all grottos, not only to perform sorely needed maintenance on the tower and 

replace the cable, but also to cut cedar seedlings on the ranch, which the owner requests of cavers. 

 The main reason for getting the Shaft Entrance tower in tip top shape is for safety.  Usually 

three cavers at a time are raised and lowered up and down the 145 foot shaft.  An accident would be 

echoed throughout the worldwide caving community.  The elevator cable used at the Shaft 

Entrance has been outside in the elements since 1985.  The pulleys have not been routinely 

lubricated, and they have never been taken apart and examined.  The tower has not been repainted.  

This would be an excellent gesture of statewide support to the Gass family, probably the most 



accommodating cave owners our state has ever seen.”  

 

Expected expenditures: 

 

5/8” steel elevator cable, 230 feet at $1.60 per foot—$400.00 

Shipping for cable—100.00 

Rust-Oleum paint, brushes, wire brushes—$200.00 

Cherry picker rental and fuel—$350.00 

Concrete wheel stops (2) - $80.00 

Miscellaneous—$70.00 

    Total      $1,200.00 

 The project will be under the leadership of Kurt Menking and Bill Steele, Texas cavers who 

have been active at Honey Creek Cave since the project there began. 

 Allan Cobb stated that TCR would donate $200 towards this. A motion was made, 

seconded, and voted and approved to have the TSA donate $1K towards this effort, as well. 

 Project to be held April llth thru 13th, 2008. See announcement in this issue. 

 Bexar Grotto has donated much time and funds toward this. Need to encourage other cavers 

and Grottos to help out. 

 

TSA Elections — Linda Palit volunteered to be 2008 Election Chair and will handle mailings. Ron 

Ralph and Ann Scott to count ballots. 

 John Brooks stated that nominations and, more importantly, acceptance to run were few and 

far in between. John was cajoled into running again as Chair, Rob Bisset stated he would be 

interested in running for Vice Chair. Darla is running unopposed for Treasurer, as is Mark for 

Secretary. 

 This slate will, more than likely, be the 2008 TSA Officers. 

 

TSA Awards Committee & Chair — No action yet. At the Spring Convention, Joe Ranzau 

volunteered to chair an ad hoc committee to be appointed by John Brooks. 

 Nominations to be taken for the Chuck Steen Award for a caver that goes above and beyond 

to attract and welcome new cavers, and the Preston McMichael Award to be given to a caver 

conducting important and relevant research in the area of speleology and biology. 

 

Plaque of Appreciation – Was received by Orion Know from the city of Bustamante for all the 

work Texas cavers have provided over the years. A very nice plaque and it will be displayed at the 

TSS offices. 
 

 

 


