
Minutes of Texas Speleological Association 

Winter Business Meeting 

Cave Without a Name, January 7, 2018 

Officers Present: Robert Bisset (Chair) and Liz Herren (Secretary), Kris Peña (Outgoing Treasurer) 

Attendees Present from Sign-in Sheet: Kris Peña, Will Quast, Jules Rincon, Lizette Harbour, Randall 
Rehfuss, Dessie Pierce 

Meeting opened by Rob Bissett at 10:15 am. 

This is the January 7, 2018 winter business meeting. We have a new Treasurer Rachel “ Ginger” Reddig. 
We would like to thank Kris Peña for her service the last few years and all that she has done for the TSA! 

Review and approval of the fall business meeting minutes from TCR. Minutes are posted online. Rob 
moves to approve, Will seconds. Approved. 

Officer Reports: 

Chair (Bisset): Our role as an organization has not changed since the last meeting. We still have a 
supporting role in projects and other organizations. Rob would like to see an update in the TSA website. 

Vice Chair (Morton absent): Spring Convention has been confirmed for March 23-25 at Hill Country 
State Natural Area. Pete Strickland is working on a cooling system for the barn but the earlier date of 
convention should help with the heat. Rob reminds us that there is a new state park project agreement 
that needs to be signed. In order to do that we need insurance and also need event insurance for 
Convention. Event insurance will include a clause that says we will not be providing alcohol at 
convention. Catering and deposits need to be worked out between Amy and Rachel. 

Secretary(Herren): In the last meeting we approved $200 to be donated to Cave Day, February 10th. 
Rachel will need to write the check for that. I am working with Jessica Gordon at the City of Austin to set 
up a table where we will have a display that talks about the TSA as an organization and have photos of 
our various projects. TSA members can lend support by volunteering at this caver event. If you would 
like to volunteer at Cave Day email Audrey.stewart@austintexas.gov for more info. Learn more about 
Austin Cave Festival at www.wildflower.org/event/austin-cave-fest. 

Treasurer(Peña -outgoing): We have a new treasurer Rachel Reddig (absent) and Kris has an outgoing 
report for us. There is $19400 in the TSA account. The final report of 2017 has been ran with the biggest 
transactions as: $4054.24 for membership deposit, $29.94 profit on TSA Convention (we never make 
profit on convention. Go Amy!), $232 general business expenses like banking, website and PO box fees, 
$300 on gifts and donations and $1471.71 on the Texas Caver. We will push to spend more on the Texas 
Caver in 2018. The magazine is onsite, going in the mail week 2 of January. Grace Borengasser, our co 
editor, would like to ask if we could get the mailing addresses printed on the magazines by the printer. 
They are willing to do it as our last printer was not. Rob asks for estimate cost. We also would like the 
printer to preclose the caver with stickers that the post office requires. Rob spends about $100 on 
postage per issue. We mail about 100 issues, pass out 30 by hand and have a few extra printed to pass 
out to non members to entice them to join. Kris has everything ready to hand off to Rachel, digital 
documents and a letter that outlines Treasurer duties. Mailbox is paid for another year, will not have to 
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be paid until January 2019 and the website is paid through 2019. Thank you Kris for all the work you 
have put in and all that you have done for the TSA as the Treasurer the last few years! 

Standing Committee Reports: 

Membership(Tucek absent): No major changes in membership. Jeff Nichols will be at Spring Convention 
if her place to run registration and collect membership dues. She will be at TCR. 

Conservation Committee (Nichols absent): Nothing new 

Safety and Rescue Committee (Demarest absent out of country): Sent in a report to Rob. This year Ken 
has gone to several of the Texas Grottoes and gave a presentation about cave safety and he organized 5 
scholarships for NCRC. 

Website (Quast): Will has been working on taking care of the infrastructure of the website, addressing 
emails and logins, posting the minutes and updating the website but has not been working on creating 
new content for the website. That duty can be opened to anyone. A lot of the pages have outdated 
content. The new website allows updates and edits to be made directly to the website which is low tech 
and easy. The website address will be the same. A few people are needed to be editors and make 
content edits. Ken has already volunteered to update the Safety page, Kennedy has offered to update 
the Trips to Mexico page and Ron Miller has offered to update the Memorial page.  

TSA Store(Graves): Nothing new to add 

TSA Project Reports: 

Government Canyon Report: Marvin Miller is sending in monthly reports to Rob. Everything is going 
well. 

Hill Country State Natural Area:  Rob said the first project had about 11 people present. They are 
looking at all data and making sure that it accurate and redo anything that is inaccurate. Future trips will 
be advertised and signups will be required. Do not just show up.  

Colorado Bend State Park: There are some new updates to the project. The project last season was 
successful including the new addition of some found caves. In September, the new Superintendent sent 
the new Memorandum of Agreement for the 2018 caving season with some changes. Most clauses were 
the same but three in particular were significantly changed. First, all caves in the park are closed except 
for 5, Turtle Shell, Dynamite, Sweet, Sour and Gorman Creek Crevice. Second, all excavations in the park 
are now prohibited and Third, Caver Camp is now closed and volunteer campers will need to reserve the 
group sites down at the river camp grounds. Will and Kris’ response was that these changes are limiting 
but they have a meeting set up in February with the superintendent and some experts to discuss these 
proposed changes and come to a resolution that works best for the park and the project. There are no 
changes to the MOA at HCSNA or Government Canyon at this time. Will suggests that the TSA come up 
with an official decontamination procedure and a training process that signs people off as trained so in 
the future there is accountability with park and other agencies just in case White Nose becomes a local 
issue. Will also suggests we offer to collect information about bat usage in the park and he and Rob will 
work on the vocabulary for both the decontamination procedures and bat data collection in the park. 
The January trip is cancelled and February trip will be announced at a later date if it procedes. 



 

Old Business: There is an action plan to put Rob and Rachel on the bank account and Kris off it. Kris has 
provided the documents they need to do so.  

New Business: For TSA registration they used a Wufoo software. That is usually a webmaster duty but 
since Kris works closely with Will she was taking care of it. Typically it is turned on for two months for 
TSA registration but then turned off in order to save money but this year Will will not be available to 
turn it on and off. Kris proposes we buy an annual membership so that we can also use it for annual 
membership renewal as well and discontinue Paypal. An annual plan is $29 a month. Rob says let’s try it 
for this year and revisit it next year to see if it is cost effective. Kris will set it up for the year. Rob 
suggests next year for the Winter Meeting we have the meeting closer to a convenient place for all the 
officers and indoors.  

No more comments by the membership or new business, Motion to adjourn by Rob Bisset. Meeting 
adjourned at 11: 22 am. 

 

 


