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Apr 23-24  Government Canyon Karst 
Project (San Antonio): This long-running project 
has lots of opportunities for both beginning and 
advanced cavers. Lots of ridgewalking, digging 
and surveying need to be done, and camping is 
available. Contact: Marvin Miller (830) 885-5631 
mlmiller@gvtc.com

Apr 23 Earth Day Celebration, Colorado Bend 
State Park Project (Bend): Take a self-guided 
1-1/2-mile scenic, round trip tour to spectacular 
Gorman Falls, a 65-foot waterfall in a beautiful Hill 
Country setting. See Gorman Cave in a walking wild 
cave tour. Hike to Gorman Springs, a beautiful area 
of the park open to the public only twice a year, on 
this self-guided tour. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Gorman Falls 
tours 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; wild cave tours hourly 9 a.m.-3 
p.m.; fees Gorman Falls tour $4 adults, $2 children 
6-12, free children 5 and under; Gorman Cave tour 
$15 per person-reservations recommended (325) 
628-3240.

Apr 23-24  High Guads Restoration 
Project (Carlsbad, NM): On-going work amid 
spectacular scenery in beautiful caves of the Lincoln 
National Forest. Last weekend of the month, permits 
often include Three Fingers, Virgin, Pink Dragon, 
Pink Panther, Hidden, Wonderland, and Black Cave. 
Activities vary from month to month. Contacts: 
Susan Herpin or Jennifer Foote 
highguads@yahoo.com

Apr 30 Bat Flights at Stuart Bat Cave, Kickapoo 
Caverns State Park (Bracketville): Observe an 
estimated 500,000 bats emerge from Stuart Bat Cave 
in the evening. A program will be given regarding 
bats, the environment and the resources of the 
park. Call for times; fees $5 per person; reservations 
required (830) 563-2342.

Apr 28-May 1 TSA Convention, Fort 
McKavett State Park (Menard): Hosted this year 
by the Permian Basin Speleological Society. Talks, 
vendors and the TCMA auction will be Saturday, 
trips into Powell’s Cave (15 miles away) will be early 
Sunday. The beautiful Caverns of Sonora is nearby, 
too. Early registration will be $20 for single, $30 for 
family, on-site registration will be $25 for single and 
$40 for family. Contacts: Jim Kennedy 
(512) 663-2287 jkennedy@batcon.org 
Bill Steele (214) 770-4712 Speleosteele@aol.com 
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/fortmcka

Apr 30- May 7 Fort Stanton Cave Project 
(Carlsbad, NM): Join the folks working on extending 
the length of this cave on BLM lands. Contact: John 
Corcoran III john_j_Corcoran_III@msn.com

May 07 The Bats of Government Canyon, 
Government Canyon State Natural Area (San 
Antonio): Join Professor David Ribble of Trinity 
University and learn about the species of bats who 
call the caves of Government Canyon their home. 
Learn about bat ecology and then help set mist nets 
in hopes of catching a few as they feed in the night. 
Group size limited. 6-11 p.m.; suggested donation 
$10 per person, benefiting the Government Canyon 

Natural History Association; reservations required 
and will be taken beginning at 7:30 a.m. April 27. 
Contact: (210) 688-2208 educcmte@hotmail.com 

May 14 Texas Speleological Survey Board 
Meeting (Austin): Held at the TSS offices in Austin 
at 10:30 a.m. Open to anyone interested in Texas 
cave information, its organization and publication. 
Work session after the meeting. Contacts: George 
Veni (210) 558-4403 gveni@satx.rr.com 
Jim Kennedy (512) 663-2287 jkennedy@batcon.org

May 14 Cave Without a Name Campout (San 
Antonio): Possible activities may include restoration 
projects in the cave, rigging and rappelling newly 
discovered pits on the property, photography and 
general fellowship with other cavers. Trips into 
nearby water caves are possible if you bring a wetsuit 
and there is enough interest. Contact: Mike Burrell 
(830) 537-4212 CWAN@boernenet.com

May 14-15 Manhole Dig (Carlsbad, 
NM): On-going dig project on BLM land.  Contact: 
Stephen Fleming swcaver@caverns.com

May 14, 28 Bat Flights at Stuart Bat Cave, 
Kickapoo Caverns State Park (Bracketville)

May 21-22 Orientation to Cave Rescue 
(Carlsbad, NM): Sponsored by the Southwestern 
Region of the National Cave Rescue Commission, it 
is intended for both cavers and emergency services 
personnel. Contacts: Bob Rodgers (505) 640-3656 
southwest@ncrc.info  Tom Bemis (505) 785-3104  
Jim Goodbar (505) 887-6544

May 21 Snakes and Bats Double Header, 
Copper Breaks State Park (Quanah): Laurie Hall 
of the Waggoner Ranch will present her program 
about Texas snakes in the museum. Afterwards, 
Monte Lumpkin of Quanah, Texas and an active 
member of Bat Conservation International will 
give his popular program about bats in Texas. He 
will begin his presentation in the museum and then 
accompany visitors to the Comanche camp ground 
at dusk to watch the bats fly. Snake program 4-5 
p.m., bat program 6:30-7:30 p.m.; fees $2 adults, $1 
senior citizens Contact: (940) 839-4331.

May 27-30 Kentucky Speleofest (Upton, 
KY): The 34th Annual event now has a permanent 
home at Lone Star Preserve, located near Mammoth 
Cave. Vertical and horizontal caving trips, camping 
and the Howdy Party are included in the price 
(adults $21).  Contacts and info: 
KySpeleofest2005@yahoo.com  
http://www.mollyguard.com/

May 28-29 High Guads Restoration 
Project (Carlsbad, NM)

May 28-30 Southwest Region of the 
NSS Memorial Day Regional Meeting (Black 
Range, NM): Hosted by the Mesilla Valley Grotto. 
Contact: nmbatty@zianet.com

May until Oct Evening Bat Flight 

Tours, Devil’s Sinkhole State Natural Area 
(Rocksprings): Every Wednesday through Sunday 
the Devil’s Sinkhole Society leads tours. Peer down 
into the depths of Texas and observe up to 3 million 
bats emerge. A short program will be given on the 
Devil’s Sinkhole and bats. Visitors are shuttled in a 
tour bus from Rocksprings Visitor Center to the site. 
Call for times; fees $10 adults, $8 senior citizens, $6 
children 12 and under; reservations required. 
(830) 683-BATS (2287), (830) 683-3762.

Jun 04-05 Hilltop Project (Capitan, NM): Ridge 
walking and digging in windy blowholes on USFS 
and BLM lands, about 5 miles south of Fort Stanton 
Cave, NM. Meet for Cave Diggers’ Breakfast on 
Saturday between 7:30 to 8 a.m. at the Smokey Bear 
Restaurant in Capitan. Contact: Lee Skinner 
(505) 293-5723 skinner@thuntek.net

Jun 08 Texas Speleological Survey Work 
Session (Austin): Held at the TSS offices in 
Austin from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Come help with the 
organization of Texas cave information. Contacts: 
Jim Kennedy (512) 663-2287 jkennedy@batcon.org 
Ron Ralph ronralph@austin.rr.com

Jun 11-12 Manhole Dig (Carlsbad, NM)

Jun 11 Bat Flights at Stuart Bat Cave, 
Kickapoo Caverns State Park (Bracketville)

Jun 18-19 GypKaP (Carlsbad, NM): Long-running 
cave survey project in the gypsum plain of southern 
New Mexico. Contact: Blake Jordan (505) 260-1096 
blandevoid@comcast.net

Jun 24-Jul 02 National Cave Rescue 
Commission 2005 Cave Rescue Operations and 
Management Seminar (Union Hill, AL): Basic 
and advanced cave rescue courses offered the week 
before the NSS Convention. More info found at 
h t t p : / / c a v e s . o r g / i o / n c r c / 2 0 0 5 S e m i n a r /
seminar2005.htm 
Contact: Berta Kirchman 
2005registrar@ncrc.info 

Jul 02-09 Fort Stanton Cave Project (Carlsbad, 
NM)

July 04-08 NSS Convention: (Huntsville, AL): 
“From Outer Space to Inner Space,” this year’s 
Convention is in the heart of TAG. Registration for 
NSS members is $125 before May 31st, $150 after. 
Info: http://www.nss2005.com/

Jul 13 Texas Speleological Survey Work 
Session (Austin)

Aug 21-28 14th International Congress 
of Speleology (Athens, Greece): All subjects 
and activities of interest to caves and karst will be 
covered, including paper presentations, exploration 
reports, caving techniques, speleo equipment, films, 
media, art, and more. The Union Internationale de 
Speleologie hosts an International Congress once 
every four years. Info: www.14ics-athens2005.gr

Caving Events Calendar
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Christmas 2004: Journey in the Purificación Karst
By Mark Minton, Don Broussard, Bill Steele, & Diana Tomchick

[Editor’s Note: each author’s contribution to this trip report is labeled in 
bold lettering.]

Dates: 12/18/04 to 1/1/05
Participants: Diana Tomchick (1960), Dr. Mark Minton (1950), Bill 
Steele (1948), Don Broussard (1948), Ernie Garza (1941), Luz (1994), 
Diana’s Toyota Tundra (2000) and Mark’s Toyota pickup (1984).

Mark
 It was a great trip!  We did a long through trip of the mountains, 
going up at Los San Pedro and coming down to Zaragoza. The water was 
as low as I’ve ever seen it, with the first river crossing dry. There are some 

road improvements 
and a brand new 
concrete bridge 
at the last Río San 
Pedro crossing now! 
They’re building a 
new steel sawmill 
building in Los San 
Pedro, so things 
must be going well. 
First we stopped 
near Llorona and 
hiked around some 
new territory near 
the Edge of the 
World. I found a 
nice but short cave 
(Cueva Inclinada), 
which had some 
unusual cave pearls 
that look sort of 
like brain coral. I’ve 
never seen pearls 
like that before. 
Then we visited 
the entrance to 
Calenturas and 
the cliffs above the 
Corona resurgence 
and moved up to a 
camp in a clearing 

near Tamaulipeca (below Revilla) and explored several short pits, none 
of which went but all of which appeared to be virgin. A couple of the 
deeper ones were surveyed (the Before Breakfast Pits).

Don
 (12/19/04) Last stop for gasoline at the only gas station in Barretal, 
Tamaulipus, Mexico. South of Barretal, at the community of Santa 
Engracia, the two four-wheel drive trucks turned west toward the 
Purificación Karst. Twenty-nine miles from Highway 85 is La Ventana, 
“The Window”, a 6 meter deep cut in the top of the escarpment.  Looking 
east over the steep mountain side we had just driven up, we could have 
seen the Gulf of Mexico if the smog from Monterrey had not been so 
thick.
 (12/20/04) Luz’s water dish was not frozen this morning. Diana’s 
right rear tire is flat, however. Bill removed it and used Diana’s repair 

kit to insert a plug in place of the wood screw crammed through the 
thread. We probably ran over the screw when we drove through the 
newly constructed lumbermill in the village of Los San Pedro.
 (12/22/04) Packed up camp and ground down the road to the 
village of Chihue, then back up to the village of Yerba Buena. There we 
dribbled/collected 20 gallons of water out of the local clothes washing/
cattle trough watering hole. We continued driving up the mountain 
past the spring at 7000 ft., where Yerba Buena gets its trickle of water 
from the 2-inch poly pipe.
 Lumbering activity is seen in many places along the side of the 
steep rocky road--men are sitting beside two-foot pine trunks all sawn 
three meters long. Straight long pine trees eight inches in diameter are 
used to roll the massive trunks onto the beds of the flatbed trucks. No 
winches are used; it is all done by hand and lever.

Mark
 Next we moved to a camp at Arroyo Luna near where the concrete 
bridge crosses a side arroyo. We checked a cave and a couple of pits 
Yvonne Droms and I had found walking an old road there a couple of 
years ago. The pits didn’t go, but the cave (Cueva de Nochebuena) is an 
active wet-weather sumidero. We surveyed 200 meters in 29 stations 
and left it going, with slight airflow. Wet suit bottoms would be nice for 
further surveying. The passage is small, only 0.5 to 1 meter in diameter, 
but washed clean and taking lots of leaves and sticks. I explored ahead 
about 50 meters and it continues just the same, making many 180-degree 
bends, both vertically and horizontally. In some of the intermittent 
pools there were hundreds of blind white isopods and also inch-long 
blind white flat worms (planarians?), which I’ve never seen up there 
before. We didn’t have any collecting bottles, so no samples were taken. 
We had a day of freezing rain, which covered everything with beautiful 
hoarfrost and even snow on Christmas Eve, so we awoke to a white 
Christmas, a first for me in those mountains. It warmed up the next 
day and was great weather otherwise. Next day we did a canyoneering 
trip down a side arroyo and a couple of kilometers down Arroyo Luna, 
but it wasn’t particularly interesting country, and we didn’t find any 
other caves. I vaguely remember hearing that someone has done a trip 
down Arroyo Luna, but I can’t remember who or when. Perhaps it was 
Charles Fromén?

Above: Cave Pearls from Cueva Inclinada.
Bill Steele photo.

Below: Don Broussard in Cueva Inclinada.
Diana Tomchick photo.

Mark Minton in Cueva de Nochebuena.
Ernie Garza photo.
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Don
 (12/24/04) It began raining last night, and was freezing cold this 
morning. We walked across Arroyo Luna and up another abandoned 
logging road on the other side to some pits that Mark knew about. One 
in the bottom of a drainage was found this Christmas Eve, so Mark 
named it Cueva de Nochebuena. 
Survey was begun, but fogged 
instruments caused Mark, Bill and 
Ernie to abandon the survey and 
return to camp.
 (12/25/04) Snow this morning! 
Bill and Diana walked around all 
day on the west side of Arroyo 
Luna looking for new entrances. 
The other three returned to Cueva 
de Nochebuena. Mark on book, 
Ernie on tape and Don on Bill’s 
instruments surveyed four hours, 
measuring 29 survey stations.  We 
surveyed in, while crawling down 
a ‘Z’ passage that often doubled 
under itself to a long lake of thigh-
deep water. Mark explored in the 
water another 50 meters for a half-
hour past the last survey station. 
He found more crawling passage 
through water. Neither Ernie nor Don were willing to get wet due to 
the cold temperatures. Diana fed us dinner tonight of beans, ham, 
pineapple sauce and cherry cheesecake. Ernie and Mark opened bottles 
of wine. As a pre-dinner apéritif, Don poured brandy over a fruitcake 
brought for this occasion. The crew was well fed as we sat around the 
campfire staying warm.

Mark
 Next we went to Cañada Verde and checked that area. The side 
road there goes way beyond what the maps show, crossing Arroyo Agua 
Nueva and ultimately ending at a spectacular overlook of upstream 
Arroyo Luna. That road hadn’t been driven in years, so we had to do a 
lot of clearing of rocks and deadfall, but it was remarkably not washed 
out, similar to the road up to Pinos. It’s a good thing I had a chain saw... 
We got a guide at the Rancho Agua Nueva who showed us a spectacular 
cave entrance in a smaller arroyo that was about 10-m square that lead 
into an enormous room, about 75 x 100 meters, and 30 m high with a 
huge flowstone formation and many dry gours at one end. We surveyed 
and called it Cueva de Sinalosa after a nearby area, since the guide said 
it had no name. We found some evidence of prehistoric occupation:  
fire rings and pine torches. The guide also showed us a very nice small 
diameter pit about 50 meters deep (Pozo de Agua Nueva). On the way 
down from that area we checked a side road that had an orange cliff face 
containing red pictographs. These are the same ones shown in “Death 
Coral Caver” No. 4, p. 37. We were later told of a 70-m long cave near 
Cañada Verde that is also supposed to have pictographs, but we did not 
locate it. 

Don
 (12/28/04) Remaining dry, 33 degrees. There are signs of karst 
everywhere, rillenkarren over all the limestone blocks. It’s beautiful, 
although we find no going caves. We returned to camp to take warm 
solar showers with additional water heated on the stove back at camp 
this afternoon. We then drove back toward Ranchito Agua Nueva and 
camped in the road again at 6800 ft.
 (12/29/04) Dry. Temperature this morning was above 32 because 
Luz’s water bowl frisbee was again not frozen. We walked about ten 
minutes down to Ranchito Agua Nueva. A fellow there agreed to be 

our guide. He took us to a huge entrance 45 minutes more-or-less 
horizontally along the ridge. Bill, Diana and Don surveyed Cueva 
Sinalosa. Three hundred forty meters in circumference, 100 meters 
across, and 30 plus meters high, with a floor-to-ceiling flowstone 
mass that occupied the northwest corner of the large room. While 

the Sinalosa survey occurred, the 
guide took Ernie, Mark and Luz to 
a 50-meter deep blind pit. Later in 
the day we drove down to a new 
campsite near Cañada Verde.

Mark
 One morning some Rancho 
Agua Nueva guys came through 
camp with a half-wild bull and 
calf, the latter of which got loose 
and Diana, who was raised on a 
dairy farm, wrestled to the ground 
to the amazement of all. A hard act 
to follow for future gringos, male 
or female! 

Don
 (12/30/04) Luz’s water frisbee 
was frozen this morning; high 
humidity.

 Early this morning local fellows were herding a cow and a calf 
along the road that we inadvertently situated in the middle of our 
campsite. The calf was extremely agitated. Diana decided to hog-tie 
it. She got knocked to the ground a couple of times before she finally 
pulled its head down, grabbed its foreleg and wrassled it to the ground, 
looping the rope around its forefeet to keep it subdued. The calf became 
immediately docile.  Diana, the biophysicist, crystallographer, x-ray 
data collector at a synchrotron light source and cowgirl.

Bill 
The Legend of La Macha is Born
 They’ll surely be talking about it for many years to come. There 
we were, camped in the rural wilds of mountainous Northern Mexico, 
when along came these stout men, lords of their cattle, but in this case 
that did not seem to be the order of things. With two frisky cows on 
long ropes, these burly men were being tugged through the woods in 
a dangerous operation. Someone was going to get hurt was my first 
thought, and it appeared that it might be Ernie Garza. He was taking 
down his tent when a wild-eyed heifer came at him, looking like it might 
stomp him into the ground. 
  Up stepped La Macha, a.k.a. Diana Tomchick. With nerves of steel, 
and jaw muscles tensed with determination, she grabbed the wild heifer 
by the head and 
began to twist its 
body to the ground. 
The strong, agile 
cow didn’t waiver. It 
fought and looked 
like it would win, 
but we were those 
of little faith. We 
didn’t yet know that 
La Macha doesn’t 
lose, not to a mere 
mortal bovine. She 
squinted that squint 
of a gunfighter and 
gave the heifer 

Mark uses his chain saw on a downed tree.
Ernie Garza photo.

Ernie Garza in action.
Don Broussard photo.
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another twist. Down it went, and La Macha 
sat on it and tied its feet together.  
  The Mexican cowboys were speechless. 
Though they had seemed to be in a hurry, now 
they sat and stared at this tough woman who 
no doubt was now a legend in these mountains. 
The cow stared too. It stood in place with a 
look of affection for La Macha. Perhaps it had 
never before been wrestled to the ground. 
How could this much smaller being win a 
wrestling contest? We all wondered that, but 
seeing was believing.

Diana
 We were packing up camp when we 
heard them coming. Imagine my shock when 
I saw two adult men being dragged through 
the lechuguilla, cactus and assorted thorns 
by a 200-300 pound heifer! Had they no idea 
how to tame her? Instinct set in and I lunged 
for her, but it’s been almost a quarter century 
since I handled cattle on a daily basis, so it took 
several tries before I had her on the ground. 
Meanwhile the vaqueros’ dogs were joining 
the fray, barking and darting everywhere. 
Mark had restrained Luz, and everyone was 
yelling at me to “stop, you’ll get hurt!” As I 
reached for the heifer’s foreleg, I saw the dogs, who were now very close 
and I wondered if they were going to bite me, but there was no time 
to hesitate. Once down on the ground, she had that oh-my-god-am-I-
gonna-die-now wild-eyed look cows get when they know they’ve been 
bested, and her breathing was heavy and irregular from the effort she’d 
been expending. I sat on her for a few minutes, scratched her behind the 
ears and told her she was a Good Cow, and then let her up. She quickly 
arose, then stared, unmoving, at the activity in the camp as we finished 
our packing. It took two of the vaqueros, one on each end, to get her 
moving, and then they were gone, crashing through the underbrush 
once again.

Mark
 We visited the abandoned phosphate mine (La Revancha) shown 
on the topo map near Cañada Verde. It would be interesting to go down 
some of the many shafts there, because they look like mined out natural 
pits, but we hadn’t taken any rope on that hike. We found a small 30-m 
pit near the road which didn’t go, and then followed another side road 

where we found a large-diameter 40-m-deep pit we called Sótano de 
Cañada Verde. Perhaps this is one of the pits mentioned in the above 
“Death Coral Caver” article, which says on p. 36 that two pits there 
were surveyed in 1981. Have those maps been published? While there 
we met some mining executives from over at Dulces Nombres whom 
we had also met the year before. They were very friendly and gave us 
some leads (with a GPS location!) and their email addresses, saying 
they would send us more leads, maps, and aerial photos! They invited 
us to stay at their headquarters in Dulces Nombres, so we may visit 
there next year and tour the mines. Just up the road past the 40-m pit 
is another abandoned phosphate mine called Tinaja Verde, which also 
looks to be a huge mined natural shaft. It is wide and very deep, a 4 - 5 
second drop! Alas we had no time to check it out, but will next time. I 
suspect there is a lot more to be found in that area.

Don
 Next we walked to the La Revancha Mine. A 35 meter entrance 
intersected a big shaft about 25 meters to the surface and 30+ meters on 
down to unknown places. It was a zinc and lead mine but was no longer 
worked. A blind pit east of the road, 34 meters deep was sketched by 
Don. A big entrance 100 meters east of the intersection is known as 
Cañada Verde; it is ten meters deep and blind. A huge entrance one 
kilometer further up the road is an abandoned mine. We continued 
driving westerly. Camp that night was in a clearing alongside the road 
about 15 minutes below the Magaras village.
 (12/31/04) A low of 40 degrees this morning. Striving to reach 
our last camp in the Bustamante canyon, we slowly bump down the 
continuously rough logging road. The last pass which drops us into the 
big town of Zaragosa is 8000+ ft. high, immediately south of massive 
cliffs surrounding the flat-topped peak of El Viejo, 3500 meters tall.

Mark
 Finally we drove on down near Margaras and camped. I found a 
pit that appears to be virgin there, but we didn’t have time to check it 
either. Next day we went to Zaragoza and visited El Salto, then drove 
to Bustamante for our last night. It was a wonderful trip, and we have 
more leads than we started with.

Don Broussard gazes in awe at the massive formation in Cueva Sinalosa.
Ernie Garza photo.

Bill Steele finishing the details of his cave sketch. 
Ernie Garza photo.
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50 Years of Exploration

Texas Speleological Association 1956-2006

First Descent by NSS Members of Devil’s Sinkhole               Tom Culverwell

New Items for Sale in the TSA Store!

Oztotl Temporary Tattoos, 
$1 each

TSA 50th Anniversary Poster, 
$5 each

New Oztotl T-shirt designs, 
$15 each

All these items (and more) will 
be available at the TSA Spring 

Convention. Turn to page 22 for 
more info.

Charlie Loving sports the new Oztotl 
temporary tattoo in this Bill Steele photo.

April 2005          the Texas Caver       Page 8



Ney and Isbell: Texas Saltpeter Contractors
By Marion O. Smith, NSS 9164

Joseph Ney (1833-1882), youngest son of Johann and Catharina 
Engel Ney, immigrated from Germany to Texas with his parents in 

1846. The next year they moved to D’Hanis in what became Medina 
County. Joseph as a young man worked in San Antonio, but he returned 
to D’Hanis and at different times was a merchant, liquor dealer, 
and innkeeper, whose fortune was enhanced by a number of other 
southwestern Texas investments. At the start of the Civil War he was 
also the D’Hanis postmaster.[1]
 During the summer of 1861 Ney contracted to supply beef and hay 
to the military post at Fort Clark. Surviving records reveal September 
3, 1861-April 30, 1862, deliveries of 13,201 7/8 pounds of beef at 5 
3/8 cents a pound, and August-September 1861 deliveries of 375 long 
tons of hay. Also, in early April 1862, he provided the Confederate 
quartermaster at San Antonio with fifty bushels (2,800 pounds) of corn 
at $1.50 a bushel.[2]
 By early 1863 Ney was in partnership with a man named Isbell, 
and they were contractors to supply saltpeter to the Confederate Nitre 
Bureau. Isbell was probably either J.C. (b. c 1815), a wealthy New York-
born doctor, or his son Frank (b. c1839), who both resided at Sabinal 
in Uvalde County eleven miles west of D’Hanis. Extant vouchers show 
that between February 12 and June 16, 1863, Ney and Isbell delivered 
an impressive 12,549 pounds of saltpeter to Captain Robert H. Temple, 
the ranking Nitre Bureau officer in Texas, at San Antonio. In January 
1863 one of Temple’s agents, Charles C. Wrenshall (b. c1838), a former 
lieutenant in Company A, 1st North Carolina Artillery, CSA, inspected 
“Isbell Cave.” Later, during seven days in May 1863, Ney received 
twenty-one dollars for stabling a horse used by another Bureau agent 
“exploring for Nitre.”[3]
 It is not known conclusively which cave provided Ney and Isbell with 
their saltpeter. At some point Ney or his family obtained possession of 
774-foot long, 85-foot deep Ney Cave on the Twin Hollow topo map in 
Medina County, which was reputedly mined for saltpeter. But whether 

this was during or after the Civil War has not yet been determined. 
Contemporary 1860s documents give the best clues to the location of 
the Ney-Isbell Cave. Wrenshall indicated “Isbell Cave” was in Uvalde 
County and on April 9, 1863, Captain Temple wrote, “The works most 
necessary to be kept in operation are situated in Uvalde County upon 
the Frio River thirty [sic] miles North West of Dhanis.” Temple also 
noted that the laborers came from D’Hanis and from a town in Uvalde 
County. These statements make it more likely that “Isbell Cave” equates 
to 2,000-foot long, 100-foot deep Frio Bat Cave on the Concan topo 
map in Uvalde County.[4]

SOURCES

[1] The Castro Colonies Heritage Association, Inc., The History of 
Medina County, Texas (Dallas, Tex., 1994), 5, 437-38; U.S. Official 
Register (1861), 236.

[2] Confederate Papers Relating to Citizens or Business Firms, RG109 
(M346, Roll 740), National Archives, Joseph Ney File.

[3] Ibid. (M346, Rolls 740, 1145), Ney and Isbell, C.C. Wrenshall Files; 
1860 Census, Tex., Uvalde, Sabinal P.O., 11; Louis H. Manarin, comp., 
North Carolina Troops 1861-1865:  A Roster (14 vols., Raleigh, N.C., 
1966-98), 1:  42.

[4] William R. Elliott and George Veni, eds., The Caves and Karst of 
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36, 273-76; Citizens Papers (M346, Roll 1145), C.C. Wrenshall File; 
History of Medina County, 19; Compiled Service Records...Nitre and 
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On Saturday, January 2, 1960, George Gray, and James Estes, both 
members of the Abilene Grotto, visited Flemming Bat Cave in 

Kimble County, Texas.
 Directions:  The ranch is on the left going south and about one 
mile from the low water crossing.  A right turn immediately in front of 
the ranch house will lead through the spring, through a gate, beneath 
many huge pecan trees, over a hump, through the spring the second 
time, and then veering to the left of a meadow the road goes by a small 
tin-roofed shack, through the spring again, then to the left and up a 
slope.  From here the rigging for guano mining at the cave entrance can 
be seen.

 Description:  The entrance to the cave is about six feet wide and 
five feet high, barely large enough for a jeep.  There were dead vines 
hanging from above.  The floor of the cave then slants about 20 degrees 
for about 40 feet where it opens up into a nice sized tunnel about 20-30 
feet wide.  This continues as a dry, guano-floored passage for some 200 
feet where it splits.
 We took the right tunnel first and it soon turned into a low crawl 
the ceiling dipped to within 2-2.5 feet from the floor.  After several 
gradual turns both left and right an end room (or at least as far as we 
could go) was found which contained much rubble.  Gray commented 
that we must have been close to the surface as even the rock on the 

Forty-Five Years Ago in Texas History: 
Flemming Bat Cave

By James Estes
Material provided by Jerry Atkinson
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The TSS files contain an enormous amount 
of data on the caves of Texas, including 

maps, descriptions, photos, articles, and survey 
data. Unfortunately, many of the cave files do 
not include important information as to location 
and history of exploration. The attached map 
is an example of one of these “lost caves.” The 
survey data was adequate enough to draft a 
map but we have no additional information as 
to who, where, and what this cave is all about. 
We do know it was surveyed on 20 July 1971. 
At 831 feet (253m) long, the cave is significant 
for Kerr County, and annotations in the survey 
notes such as “waterfall” are enticing. If you have 
any information on this cave, please contact the 
Texas Speleological Survey.

From the Files of the TSS:

Indian Shelter Cave 
Kerr County, TX

By Jerry Atkinson

ceiling looked “weathered”. The long crawl had been completely dry, no 
formations, and the floor was covered with dirt and sprinkles of guano.  
To our surprise, the name of the first two NSS members recorded to 
visit the have appeared on a rock in this back room.
 We noticed several very low ways that continued but they were all 
too small and were practically choked with loose rubble.  We turned 
back then toward the split with anticipation, because we had noticed a 
crawlway leading down slightly and wanted to check it.
 In the short distance to the “small crawl”, we noticed the fairly 
strong air current.  Later we noticed part of the current flowed down 
into the little crawl.  Gray tried to check it, but explained the ceiling 

dipped much too low for passage.  Disappointed, we went back to the 
split, but not until we had planned a way to measure the long crawl’s 
length.  Gray counted his knee steps and asked me to estimate distance 
between his knee pad marks.  A crude method, perhaps, but the length 
of the crawl was estimated to be well near 250 feet.
 At the split or near it was where the most active guano mining had 
been going on.  A man from Lubbock had leased the area for mining 
purposes and much of the equipment was left in the cave - the mining 
is done beginning about February to the time the bats come back from 
migration in the late Spring.
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The End is Still Near!
13th Annual Caverns of Sonora Restoration Project

Text and photos by George Veni               November 13, 2004

I titled last year’s report on the Caverns of Sonora restoration project 
“The End is Near!” thinking we would finish during this year’s project 

on 13 November 2004. As you can tell from the title of this year’s report, 
we still have more work to do.
 During trail development in Caverns of Sonora over 40 years ago 
when tons of blast rubble were tucked into passages, pits, and other 
out-of-the-way places. Since 1991, cavers from the Texas Speleological 
Association and beyond have been helping to haul it out to restore 
the cave to as natural a condition as possible. Most of the work has 
concentrated in the Devil’s Pit, where we again worked this year. In 
my announcements for the project, I said this might be the last big 
restoration trip for some time, expecting that we would finish the pit 
and move on to smaller restoration efforts.
 Sixty-seven cavers and four staff members from Caverns of Sonora 
headed into the cave that Saturday morning. Since about two-thirds of 

the crew had worked 
on prior Sonora 
projects, they knew 
what to do and 
quickly assumed 
their positions. We 
had a morning and 
afternoon shift in 
the Devil’s Pit to 
dig rubble, fill five-
gallon buckets, 
and then haul the 
buckets out of the 
pit. A pulley system 
had been set up at 
the shallow south 
end of pit, but 
everyone found it 

quicker to just pass the buckets up the ladder to the trail – especially 
after the pulley’s tripod collapsed when a retaining wire for one leg 
broke. Luckily, no one was hurt. From the top of the pit, the buckets 

were loaded on to a dolly that took them to the Popcorn Room staircase 
to be passed up and through a narrow bit of passage to the next dolly, 
which deposited them at the base of the entrance series of stairs, where 
they were passed up and out of the cave, and finally dumped onto a 
flatbed trailer. After each caver dumped their 20th bucket, they moved 
to the start of the haul line at the top of the Devil’s Pit, and everyone 
would shift positions outward to adjust the spacing. This rotation 
system allowed people to change jobs and locations in the cave rather 
than be stuck in one spot all day.
 Dale Anderson entertained cavers in the haul line. He is producing 
a video documentary on the cave and shot lots of action shots of hot, 
sweaty caver bodies moving buckets of rocks through the cave. When 
his granddaughter finished assisting him, she joined the bucket brigade 
and spent the rest of the day moving rocks with the rest of us.
 The staff at Caverns 
of Sonora provided their 
typically fabulous meal 
combo of breakfast, lunch, 
and supper in return for the 
day’s labor. After the evening 
feast, several cavers took 
photo trips while others 
lounged in the Visitor Center 
to look at caving slides. On 
Sunday morning, about half 
of the cavers headed into the 
cave for a leisurely 4-hour 
tour while the others headed 
home.
 Despite ill omens of 
being the 13th project and on 
November 13th, we had a full 
crew and a very successful 
weekend. I had thought we 
would finish, but the diggers 

Digging at the bottom of the Devil’s Pit. Note: 
everything shown in this photo was once buried 

under rubble.

Mike Burrell discovers a large pocket of 
rubble beneath a boulder.
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kept finding pockets 
of blast rubble 
that extended ever 
deeper into the 
natural breakdown 
floor. We suffered 
no disasters by 
the end of the day, 
even though the 
numerology of 
the 911 buckets 
removed threatened 
otherwise. With 
digging getting 
more difficult and 
slower, we removed 
a record low of 
about 9 tons of 

rubble. Still, it raises our project tally to 194 tons with 139 from the 
Devil’s Pit alone.
 Will we finish the Devil’s Pit next year? My foresight has not proven 
reliable over the past few years in seeing the bottom of the rubble pile, 
but barring the discovery of any more large pockets of rubble there is a 
good chance we’ll finish the pit in 
2005. As before, the project will 
likely be held in early November. 
The announcement will be made 
primarily via CaveTex in late 
September with the exact date 
and details. It may prove the last 
big restoration project at Sonora 
for quite some time. After all, the 
end is near.
 I extend my thanks and 
those of the cave’s owners for 
everyone’s help on this project. 
Special thanks go to Walter 
Feaster and his PBSS compadres 
for again bringing the dollies and 
dozens of buckets. A few photos 
from the trip are included with 
this report. For more photos from 

this trip and trips dating back 
to 2000, see the following 
website courtesy of Bill 
Bentley: http://www.cavernet
 Caver Restoration Team: 
Don Arburn, Gloria Bariteau, 
Richard Bariteau, Barbe 
Barker, Gary Barnes, Anna 
Beach, Richard Bellows, Bill 
Bentley, Oscar Berrones, 
Jacqui Bills, Alan Blevins, 
Tom Bone, Jeff Brown, 
Christi Burrell, Mike Burrell, 
Brian Burton, Mary Lou 
Castor, Dave Caudle, Michael 
Cicherski, Aaron Corbell, Rick 
Corbell, Chris Davenport, 
Sara Dubose, Frank Everitt, 
Walter Feaster, Tom Florer, 
Ernie Garza, Steve Gutting, 
Michael Harrelson, Andrew 
Herzig, Frank Herzig, Kaleigh 
Kuzniar, Jere Lee, Ted Lee, Brian Maiorino, Melissa Marzahn, Dave 

McClung, Michael McEachern, Shari McMillan, 
Kristopher Megahan, Evelynn Mitchell, Joe 
Mitchell, Amy Nordfelt, Libby Overholt, Cindy 
Perez, Joe Ranzau, Paul Rodriquez, Aspen 
Schindel, Graham Schindel, Sue Schindel, Lisa 
Schlieker, Justin Shaw, Charles Shirley, Dan 
Smith, John Smith, Sam Smith, Bill Steele, Brenda 
Thomas, Jimmy Thomas, John Tirums, Diana 
Tomchick, George Veni, Joel Williams, Trish 
Wilson, Jimmie Worrell, and Warren Zevon.
 Caverns of Sonora Staff: Mike 
Cunningham, Rosemary Dunn, Nadine Eby, 
Cindy Feagan, Leticia Galindo, Gerry Ingham, 
Jesse Mallas, Seco Mayfield, Colton Moore, 
Louise Moore, Bill Sawyer, Jody Trainer, Kyla 
Turney.
 Evening feast: Benita and Harold Martinez 
of B&H Caterers.

Sara Dubose, Charles Shirley, and Joe Ranzau lifting 
buckets from the Devil’s Pit to the trail.

Shari McMillan passing buckets up from 
the bottom of the entrance stairs.

Evelynn Mitchell greeting the last bucket of the day.

2005 NSS Convention
www.nss2005.com
By Sharon Faulkner, Convention 
Publicity Coordinator

 The 2005 NSS Convention will 
be held July 4 - 8 in Huntsville Alabama, 
home of the National Speleological Society 
headquarters. Located in the foothills of the 
Appalachians just north of the Tennessee River, 
with 4000 Caves within 70 miles and 200 foot 
pits within the city limits, the North Alabama 
area holds a myriad of outdoor opportunities. 
Hiking, mountain biking, canoeing, fishing, 

boating, and the Trent Jones Golf Trail can 
all be found within the city limits. Huntsville, 
also known as the ‘Rocket City’ has a long 
history of contributions to the United States 
Space Program. Huntsville is home to the 
Marshall Space Flight Center, and the United 
States Space & Rocket Center, with its U.S. 
Space Camp for astronauts 9 and older. The 
conveniences of a metro area of 300,000 mixed 
with large open rural areas nearby await you 
deep in the heart of TAG.
 An early registration discount of $25 is 
in effect until May 31, 2005. More info can be 
found at www.nss2005.com/registration.htm
 Cave Art Salons will include: slide and 
video, print, graphics arts, T-shirt, symbolic 

emblem, cartographic, cave ballad, and fine 
arts. Information about the Salons can be 
found at www.nss2005.com/salons.htm
 The 2005 NSS Convention now has 
a message board for Convention related 
comments or questions. Please thank Will 
Marsh webmaster@nss2005.com and Andy 
Niekamp onlinereg@nss2005.com for their 
efforts in creating the message board. As folks 
suggested we used the same format as the 
2004 Convention message board. Registration 
is not required for access. 
www.nss2005.com/msgboard/
 If you would like to volunteer your time 
for a few hours during Convention week, 
please see our Volunteer webpage or contact 

General Caving News
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Jennifer Pinkley at volunteer@nss2005.com  If 
you volunteer for at least four hours, you’ll get 
a FREE convention t-shirt! www.nss2005.com/
volunteer.htm 
[Editor’s Note: I understand that the Terminal 
Syphons plan to play during the Wednesday 
evening campground party. Texas cavers Keith 
Goggin and Robin Barber may play with the 
group this year.]

New NSS Officers
By Gary Moss
Chairman of the Directorate
Board of Governors, NSS

 On Saturday March 5, 2005 in San 
Antonio, Texas, the NSS Board of Directors 
elected two new officers.
 After three terms of distinguished 
service to the society as NSS President, Scott 
Fee decided to step down as President. The 
Directors are pleased to announce that Bill 
Tozer of Indiana was elected NSS President 
and will begin his term at this coming NSS 
Convention.
 The other new officer is the Secretary-
Treasurer. Paul Stevens notified the Board that 
due to health reasons he felt a replacement for 
him should be found. Previous to being the 
Treasurer Paul was a Director, Chairman of 
the Directorate, Executive Vice-President for 
four years and President of the NSS for five 
years. During Paul’s nine years as the NSS 
Secretary-Treasurer he transformed the office 
from an impossible one-person job to a well-
organized finance department. It should come 
as no surprise that Paul had also groomed 
his replacement. The Directors are pleased 
to announce that Ted Kayes of Richmond, 
Virginia was elected the new Secretary-
Treasurer of the NSS.
 The Directors wish to think Scott, Paul, 
Bill, and Ted for their excellent service to the 
Society.

International Journal of 
Speleology on WWW
www.ijs.speleo.it
By Jo De Waele, for the editorial staff 
of the IJS

Dear cavers worldwide,

 Finally, after hard work, the official website 
of the International Journal of Speleology 
(official journal of the Union Internationale de 
Spéléologie) has been completed, even though 
work is still in progress. This website (www.ijs.
speleo.it), hosted in the server of the Italian 
Speleological Society which is the owner of 

the Journal, has been constructed by Isacco 
Curreli.
 Surfing through the pages of the website 
you will be able to read general and practical 
information, but you can also research the 
contents of the more than 30 volumes of the 
Journal published since 1964, and download 
pdf files of interesting scientific articles. This 
service is already possible for the volumes 
issued since 1978 (from 10 to 32), but will be 
extended to all journal volumes hopefully very 
soon thanks to former UIS president Arrigo 
Cigna, who made his complete collection 
available.
 A continuously updating photogallery 
is also available, and a guestbook in which 
we kindly ask you to send us comments and 
requests.

Cave Education Web Site 
from UT-Austin
www.esi.utexas.edu/outreach/caves/
By Julie Jenkins

 Robin Havens Gary, who is both a student 
at UT and a member of the UT grotto has 
been working with many people from different 
aspects of education, caves and water interest; 
cave educators, professors, professionals, 
etc., using various commercial caves to put 
this project together. It’s pretty darn good. 
They have a K-12 education section--mostly 
it’s middle and high school lessons, but some 
of these could easily be used with a little 
alteration for elementary school as well.  PASS 
IT ON!

[Editor’s note: this would be a good introductory 
site for the general public, of all ages.]

Kincaid Shelter
www.texasbeyondhistory.net/kincaid
By Steve Black
Editor, www.texasbeyondhistory.net

 We are delighted to announce a major 
new exhibit on Texas Beyond History (TBH): 
Kincaid Shelter www.texasbeyondhistory.
net/kincaid. This nationally significant 
archeological site in the Sabinal River valley 
of eastern Uvalde County is perhaps most 
remarkable for its enigmatic Clovis-age stone 
pavement, uncovered in 1948 within a deep 
deposit in association with a few chipped 
stone tools and the bones of Ice Age creatures. 
Unfortunately, Kincaid Shelter has never 
been fully analyzed or reported, save for a few 
journal articles.
 The new TBH exhibit tracks the fascinating 
tale of the site from its serendipitous discovery 

in 1947 by Gene Mear, to its 1948 investigation 
by geologist Glen Evans of the Texas Memorial 
Museum, to continued work in the early 1950s 
by UT anthropologist T.N. Campbell, to the 
analysis and identification of the early stone 
tools as Clovis artifacts and linkage of the 
pavement to Clovis culture by archeologist 
Mike Collins some 40 years later.  In addition 
to these little-known stories, the exhibit also 
illustrates traces left by hundreds of other 
visitors to the shelter over a period of more 
than 13,000 years, from Clovis and Folsom 
hunters, to later Archaic-period artists, to 
a 19th-century visitor who lost a nice brass 
button from a Confederate uniform jacket.
 The Kincaid exhibit, created by TBH 
Co-Editor Susan Dial, is the first installment 
in the multi-year Prehistoric Texas expansion 
project on TBH. Correlated K-12 educational 
resources include a Time Travel trip to the site 
led by TBH’s own Dr. Dirt and a lesson plan by 
TBH’s new Education Editor, Carol Schlenk, 
that incorporates learning about Pleistocene 
creatures with the principles of stratigraphy. 
TBH web designer Meg Kemp has added 
fun new elements to the kids activities by 
incorporating Flash technology and sound.
 Work on the Kincaid exhibit was 
supported by grants from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and the Texas 
Preservation Trust Fund (Texas Historical 
Commission). Additional funding was 
provided by XTO Energy of Fort Worth, the 
Texas Archeological Society, the Council of 
Texas Archeologists, and individual donors.
 Texas Beyond History is a public 
education service of the Texas Archeological 
Research Laboratory in partnership with the 
Texas Archeological Society and eleven other 
organizations sharing a vested interest in the 
cultural heritage of Texas.
 As always, we appreciate your comments 
and notice of any errors or problems you may 
spot.

[Editor’s Note: thanks to Logan McNatt for 
forwarding this information.]

50th Anniversary of the 
Texas Caver
By Diana Tomchick, Editor

 The Texas Caver will be 50 years old in 
October 2005, making it one of the oldest (if 
not THE oldest) regional periodical publication 
of the NSS. As part of the celebration I plan 
to publish a few more historical articles 
than usual, and as always I’m soliciting 
contributions, especially for the October 2005 
issue. Send your photos, articles, cave ballads, 
grotto reports, etc. to me at the address listed 
on page two of this issue.
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Reward for Cave Reports!
By George Veni, TSS President
Posted on CaveTex January 19,2005

 About a week ago I announced that 
Aimee Beveridge was the first caver to submit 
a cave report to the TSS via the new on-line 
report form. After discussing this at Saturday’s 
TSS Board meeting, it was decided to give an 
award for the most reports submitted to TSS 
each calendar year. The requirements are:

1) A caver must submit at least 10 reports 
within a calendar year to qualify.
2) The reports must be on a Texas cave or 
karst feature.
3) The reports can be on newly found 
caves or karst features, or they can update 
information on caves and features that are 
already known.
4) The reports must be “as complete as 
possible.” That means it should be clear that 
you made a reasonable attempt to fill in all of 
the blanks that you have information for. For 
example, if a cave doesn’t have an alternate 
name, if you don’t know the geology, or it 
hasn’t been surveyed, then don’t worry 
about it. Leave those spaces blank. However, 
it should include a written description and if 
you don’t have GPS coordinates you should 
include a text description of its location 
(and/or attach a map).
5) Each report should only cover one cave 
or karst feature.
6) TSS Directors are not eligible.

 Butch Fralia will soon be updating the 
website to include a tally of contributors 
so you can keep track of your competition! 
Remember, you can cave vicariously when you 
can’t go caving physically by sending in your 
reports on recent or even long-past trips.
 At the end of each year, the person who 
has submitted the most on-line reports will 
receive a $25 credit toward the purchase of 
any report published by the TSS.
 Over the years, I’ve heard some cavers 
express disappointment that TSS didn’t have 
information they wanted and shock when TSS 
didn’t have information on their favorite cave. 
The Directors of TSS do all they can to compile 
data on Texas caves, but none of us are psychic 
or have access to every caver’s memories or 
files. We compile this information to support 
caving for all cavers. And it has now never 
been easier for you to support your fellow 
Texas cavers. You can fill in most reports in 
less time than it takes to respond to many of 

the off-topic topics on CaveTex, and you’ll 
have made much more of a positive impact on 
Texas caving when you’re done.
 To submit an on-line report, go to 
www.txspeleologicalsurvey.org
 Almost halfway down the list of tabs on 
the left side of your screen, click on “Submit 
Report” and you’re there. The instructions are 
minimal because it is so easy to use. If you 
have any questions, contact Butch Fralia at the 
address listed or contact me.

Thank you Mike Warton!!!
By George Veni, TSS President
Posted on CaveTex January 20, 2005

 When the TSS Directors filed into the TSS 
office Saturday morning for our first meeting 
of the year, we double-checked the calendar. 
Wasn’t Christmas almost a month ago? Stacked 
neatly in the office were eight large file boxes 
filed with hundreds of information-packed 
folders on caves throughout Texas. Standing 
tall next to them, as the de facto Christmas 
tree, was a map tube box filled with dozens of 
neatly rolled-up oversize maps. Not finding a 
convenient chimney, Santa Mike Warton had 
elf James Reddell unlock the office door early 
that morning and he carried the boxes up the 
three flights of stairs without fanfare or even 
milk and cookies to reward him. 
 Some of the information was files that 
Mike had managed for the TSS for several 
years, but much is new to TSS. It will take 
months to process and merge it into the main 
files and database. Don’t be concerned. Santa 
Mike has not contracted a fatal illness and is 
not quitting caving. It was just time for him 
to clear out materials he no longer needs, and 
by giving the files to TSS he knows they will 
still be available to him and as well as to other 
cavers when needed.
 Mike Warton’s donation is not only by far 
the largest contribution of cave files ever made 
to the TSS, by the most complete with maps, 
locations, descriptions, photos, and reports on 
most of the caves. On behalf of the TSS Board 
of Directors, I want to publicly recognize and 
thank Mike for his great generosity, which will 
benefit Texas caves and cavers for decades to 
come.

TSS Website - Deep Caves, 
Long Caves and Texas 
Statistics pages updated
By Butch Fralia, TSS Webmaster

Posted on CaveTex February 9, 2005

 Due to a number of recent changes, the 
list of Deep Caves, Long Caves and Database 
statistics have been changed on the TSS 
website.
 If your favorite cave isn’t on one of these 
lists, it may because we only report from 
surveyed data and we may not know the cave 
has been surveyed. Let me know if something 
is missing or wrong and I’ll fix it if you can 
back it up with survey data.
 In case you were asleep during the 23 e-
mails sent out on the subject, you can report 
new caves, shelters, springs, karst features or 
whatever you’re into by using our on-line cave 
report form.
 To view the changes or submit data, visit 
www.txspeleologicalsurvey.org and you’ll see 
the selections on the menu at the left side of 
the page.

New TexBib Release
By Jerry Atkinson, TSS Director
Posted on CaveTex February 1, 2005

 The Texas Speleological Survey has 
released the newest update to TexBib, the 
digital bibliography of Texas speleology. At 
present, there are over 11,600 references in 
TexBib dating back to 1866, and over 74,000 
searchable keywords. The search engine 
interface to the bibliography allows you to 
search on keywords and/or authors, with the 
resulting reference listing sorted by date and/
or author.
 If, for instance, you have just returned 
from a trip to Kickapoo Cavern and were 
interested in knowing more about the cave and 
its history, you would simply enter the cave’s 
name and press Retrieve. You would instantly 
be presented with a listing of 241 references 
sorted by date and author. If you don’t happen 
to have a copy of the 1953 issue of the NSS 
News that you want to peruse,  that’s not a 
problem. The TSS library has copies of most 
of the journals and grotto newsletters listed in 
the bibliography. Contact one of the directors 
with your request or stop by during one of the 
Texas Speleological Society’s work sessions 
that are periodically announced on CaveTex.
 Examples of routinely used keywords in 
TexBib include: cave name, county, biology, 
geology, TARL ID [Editor’s note: TARL stands 
for Texas Archaeological Resource Laboratory], 
bats, hydrogeology, geochemistry, archeology, 
paleokarst, etc...
 TexBib can be downloaded free at the 

Texas Speleological Survey News
www.txspeleologicalsurvey.org
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Linda Palit in Punkin Cave.
Travis Scott photo.

TSS web site, www.txspeleologicalsurvey.org
 To properly work, TexBib requires 
that you be running MS Windows with MS 
Internet Explorer 5 (or above).  If you have any 
questions or comments concerning TexBib, 
please contact Jerry Atkinson jerryatkin@aol.
com.  For help with program installation, 
contact David McKenzie davidmck@austin.
rr.com.

Status of TSS Publications
By Jim “Crash” Kennedy, TSS Editor
Posted on CaveTex March 21, in 
response to a request for out-of-print 
publications

 We are indeed planning to republish all of 
the out-of-print TSS publications.  In fact, a lot 
of work has already gone into retyping Volume 
1 (which includes the Travis County bulleting 
you mentioned) and part of Volume 2 (which 
includes the Williamson County bulletin).  
But note that these are just REPRINTS for 
historical purposes only.  No effort is being 
made to update the material within, much of 
which is out of date and obsolete.
 What is slowing us down is the lack 
of volunteers needed to bring this project 
to fruition.  None of the earlier books were 
published from digital media.  This means that 
we have to OCR (optical character recognition) 
all the text (if possible, which it is not in the 
earliest mimeographed books), correct all the 
scanning errors, scan all the maps, clean those 
up, and finally lay out the new version and get 
it printed.  For TSS Volume 1 (books 1-8), we 

have all of the text but so far have not found 
anybody willing to do the maps.  And quite 
frankly, it hasn’t been that big of a priority for 
me yet.  We have at least 6 new publications 
in the pipeline on which we are working right 
now.  Not to mention that this is something we 
few Directors do in our “spare” time when we 
would rather be caving.  On top of everything 
else, all of us have full-time jobs.
  We are very happy with the feedback we 
are getting from Texas cavers, telling us how 
we can better serve you.  But with currently 
only 12 volunteer Directors, we also need other 
volunteers to to make everything happen.  
If anybody wants to come to one of our 
numerous work sessions or schedule a special 
one just for your grotto, let us know.  We also 
have a number of things that can be done off 
site, like scanning maps in the comfort of your 
own home.  We can also use a volunteer to 
fill the position of TSS Librarian and help us 
organize our books, articles, and newsletters in 
our Austin “office”, and an IT Specialist to help 
keep up our growing computer network.  We 
also welcome dedicated cavers interested in 
becoming Associate County Data Managers.  
There are plenty of other opportunities, so just 
speak to any of the Directors if you have the 
time and/or abilities to offer.  The full list of 
contacts is on our website 
www.txspeleologicalsurvey.org
  Cavers that volunteer regularly are the 
ones we mainly look to when choosing new 
Directors.
  In the interim, we have copies of every one 
of those publications you were asking about in 
our library, ready for reading, copying, and 

borrowing.  Browse to your heart’s content at 
the next work session.  Just let myself or Ron 
Ralph, our Office Manager, know what works 
best for you.
 

Texas Speleological Survey 
History
By Carl Kunath, TSS Director
Posted on CaveTex March 19, 2005

 Due to the recent flurry of postings 
about the Texas Speleological Survey, it seems 
an appropriate time to provide a bit more 
information to those who are curious about 
TSS and would like to learn more about its 
roots, general history, and accomplishments.  
Accordingly, I am posting a link to the chapter 
from 50 Years Of Texas Caving that discusses 
the history of TSS in much the same fashion 
that the other ~70 Texas caving organizations 
are covered in the Group History section of 
the book.
  Click on this link to download the PDF 
file (~1 MB).
 
ht tp : / /memb er s . co x .ne t /c ar l . k unath/
mywebsite/TSS_History.pdf>http://members.
cox.net/carl.kunath/mywebsite/TSS_History.
pdf
 
 50 Years is now in the final stages and 
will soon be available.  Stay tuned for further 
announcements.
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Long time caver and member of the North Texas Speleological 
Society, Tom (T-Bone) Bone, died of natural causes at his home 

this February 2005. He was born in Casablanca, Morocco on February 
10, 1948. Having been a member for over 30 years, T-Bone was the 
longest active member of NTSS and was currently serving as President-
Elect. He owned a successful landscaping business in Wichita Falls for 
25 years with a number of prestigious clients including the Kell House, 
a local historical landmark. His reputation at the Kell House had 
permitted NTSS to use the enormous trees at this venue to hold recent 

vertical practices and new member meetings.
 Tom was a veteran of numerous documentary filming camp trips, 
led by Joe Hoffman, into Fort Stanton Cave in the 1970’s. A strong and 
skilled sport caver, he showed no sign of slowing down and was always 
proud of having completed more descents of Golondrinas than any 
other member of NTSS. He was a participant in numerous Powell’s 
expeditions, Sonora and Carlsbad cleanups, and had caved heavily 
in South Texas, the Texas and southern Oklahoma Gyp karst, and 
throughout the Guadalupe Mountains. T-Bone was also a regular at 

Obituary: Thomas Alan (T-Bone) Bone
By Bill Stephens

Amanda Scott climbing out of the entrance to Punkin Cave.
Travis Scott photo.

 Beginning March 19th, 2005, TCMA will be initiating the Deep 
Cave Survey Project, aimed at continuing the exploration, survey, and 
resource assessment of the cave. At present, the cave has a high quality 
survey totaling 5292 feet (1613m) of the entrance and main corridors 
of the cave, which was conducted in 1999 - 2001. A large part of the 
known cave remains to be surveyed, and based on the exploration 
to date, much remains to be discovered. Some portions of the cave 
contain unique speleothems and geologic features which need to be 
documented and assessed for potential impact due to visitation.
 Volunteers for participation in the Project are being solicited 
for both the March 19th trip, and future trips. The Project is being 
structured so that there will be a core group of individuals that consists 
of trip leaders familiar with the cave and/or experienced sketchers that 
are capable of conducting a survey to the standards set by the Project. 
Trips will be limited to a maximum of 16 in-cave personnel. Of these 
16 people, 8 will be selected from the core group on a first-come basis 
prior to each trip. That leaves 8 slots open per trip for those that are 
not necessarily familiar with the cave but are interested in participating 
in the Project. Participants will be selected on a first-come basis with 
final nominations subject to the decision of the Project Coordinator. A 
list will be generated of interested individuals that request a spot but 
exceed the trip quotas. These individuals will be given preference on 
future trips per the decision of the Project Coordinator. It is anticipated 
that there will be scheduled Project trips every 6 to 8 weeks throughout 
the year.
 The goals of the Project are many and varied, but initially will 
focus on the survey of the areas immediately adjacent to the preferred 
visitation route through the cave so as to assess and potentially open 
those areas to future visitation. The cave can best be described as a 
three-dimensional maze in both breakdown and bedrock that requires 
a good deal of crawling and climbing. Surveys will be conducted 
according to a standard set of Project guidelines so as to maintain 
quality control throughout the course of the Project. Participants do not 
necessarily need to have prior survey experience but it is encouraged. 
Some portions of the cave require vertical rope experience but most 
areas do not. As the cave is quite complex, survey trips will be rather 
slow paced in order to allow for adequate exploration and sketching.
 Individuals interested in participating in the Project or that have 
questions should contact Jerry Atkinson via email or by phone.

Jerry Atkinson
Deep Cave Project Coordinator
281-360-2244
jerryatkin@aol.com

TCMA Deep Cave Survey Project
By Jerry Atkinson, Deep Cave Project Coordinator 
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It is with great sorrow that I report the death of David Hannah, 75, 
at his home in Grand Junction, Colorado on January 29, 2005.  His 

death was due to complications of prostate cancer.  All that knew Dave 
will miss him considerably.
 David was a stalwart member of the University of Texas Grotto 
in the period 1954-1959, was active in the affairs of the fledgling Texas 
Region of the NSS, and was present on most of the major caving 
expeditions of that era.  Dave was quite athletic, running a mile in 4:05 
in 1954.  He was known as a great friend to all and was especially noted 
for his wide-ranging interests and wonderful dry humor.  “I was born 
on October 15, 1929.  I was very young and very small.”  
 While still a student at UT, Dave met and married Mona Hersiger 
and two daughters came from this union.  Dave had a career as an 
archeologist and was stationed in many places over the next decades.  
They spent several years in North Dakota:  “North Dakota has an elusive 
charm—at least it eluded me for three years.”
 Dave told me that his some of his college days were rather difficult:  
“For a time I lived surreptitiously in the UT Tower and showered after 
hours in the girl’s gym which I accessed through the steam tunnels.  I 
had a hot plate and lived on canned goods.”
 Dave formulated Hannah’s Unknown Law of Physics:  “Einstein 
has shown that as a person travels close to the speed of light, that time 
slows down from his point of view.  There is no corollary.  There is no 
way to travel so that time speeds up from the traveler’s viewpoint.”  Dave 
mentioned this to noted physicist Edward Teller at a space symposium 
in Colorado Springs in the 1970s.  Teller remarked, “That’s neat, but 
who cares?”
 Dave is survived by Barbara, his devoted wife and soul mate of the 
past 20 years, two daughters, two grandchildren, and legions of friends 
from all walks of life.

 When Dave was told that he had only a few months to live, he 
accepted it bravely and with extraordinary good humor.  “Through 
earlier experience, I am on a first name basis with Mr. Reaper—Grim, 
I call him.”  Dave notified his friends of what lay in store for him and 
finished with this admonition:  

““God has blessed me and it has been a good life.
Be not sad when I am gone.  Be glad for the happy times we had.”

We are diminished.

Obituary: David Hannah
By Carl Kunath

David Hannah, circa 1950’s. 
Bill Helmer photo, courtesy of Carl Kunath.

TCR for the past twenty years.
 A primary force behind the gating project at Walkup Cave in 

Hardeman County, Texas, Tom also regularly volunteered for frequent 
Midwestern State University Geology and Environmental Science 
student trips to this cave. Tom was a prize-winning cook over his multi-
decade participation in the New River chili cook-off.
 He routinely volunteered as camp cook, including several long 
trips to Mexico. On one such trip, a group of British cavers sponsored T-
Bone on the expedition in exchange for his coordinating and preparing 
all the meals. Late in the trip, while descending the scree slope below 
El Abra, one of the Brits fell, breaking his leg. Tom agreed to stay with 
the injured caver at the Mexican hospital so the rest of the cavers could 
return to Texas and catch their flight to London. In an odd twist, a man 
from Wichita Falls noticed the British cavers on the flight to England 
and inquired as to whether they happened to know an American caver 
named T-Bone. Sure enough this gentleman was a long time friend and 
client of Tom’s.
 A memorial service for Tom was held at the Kell House in Wichita 
Falls on Sunday, February 20th, followed by a reception at the Iron 
Horse Pub. T-Bone is survived by his two Airedales, Sis and Junior as 
well as his many close friends both within and outside of the caving 
community of North Texas. He will be missed by them all. 
 Tom was vigilant about honoring and respecting others, regardless 
of whether he agreed with them or not. He enjoyed a simple life, with 
numerous close friends including his many clients. T-Bone was a 
wonderful companion, always reliable and ready to go adventuring at 
short notice. He was a dear friend with whom I had participated in 
some 40 caving trips.
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Kickapoo Caverns Project 
January 28-30, 2005
Text by Allan Cobb and Travis Scott
Photos by Bob West

 The last Kickapoo Caverns State Park Karst Survey was the 
weekend of January 28-30, 2005. Up until this project weekend, every 
one of the known caves in the park had been re-located, GPSed, and 
a survey and photographs had been started on most. The goals of the 

project were to re-locate, map and photograph all of the known caves 
in the park. This left only a handful of details to finish up before we had 
complete files for each cave. So the goals of the project weekend were to 
finish up all of the loose ends, help with some work at Stuart Bat Cave, 
and as usual, do some ridge walking for new caves. 
  Throughout Friday afternoon, evening, and night, cavers/
volunteers from all over the state trickled into the campsite. By 
Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m. over thirty volunteers were at the barn 
ready for their assignments. The weather was overcast and cool, but 
quite pleasant for January and great for surface work. The large turnout 
was good as we could get quite a bit of work done and a lot more area 
ridge-walked. After organizing and passing out assignments, everyone 
went their separate ways to begin the work. A large group immediately 
headed over to Stuart Bat Cave to begin moving some of the rocks from 
the entrance area in front of the viewing platform. Several other groups 
headed off to begin ridge walking. One team left for Blue Elm Cave to 
survey while another survey team went to Sumac Pit. Another team 
left to jump around the park to take photos, sketch, and survey various 
“loose ends” around the park. Jacqui Bills volunteered to stay at the 
bunkhouse and work on the cave files for the project.
 With such a large group working at Stuart, the rocks were quickly 
gone and the entrance was cleared and cleaned of intrusive plants. Mike 
Knezek led the volunteers a little way into the entrance to show the size 
of the cave and let the new cavers see what it is like. Everything was 
cleaned up and the group headed back to camp for lunch. After lunch, 
the group divided into three ridge-walking teams and one sketch team 
for Scorpion Cave. 
 The ridge-walking crews spent all day hiking and unfortunately 

found nothing notable. Some hunters had recently told Mike of a 
cave they had found while hunting. After locating the feature, it was 
determined to be one that was found on the last trip. It appears to be 
a promising dig with slight airflow. During the day, a few other cavers 
trickled in and were sent off ridge walking. Thanks to the large number 
of ridge-walking teams, a significant area was added to the explored 
parts of the park. 
 The team led by Allan Cobb was turned back after entering Blue 
Elm as they found themselves literally covered in ticks. The team was 
forced to return to camp and pull ticks off of each other for the rest of 
the afternoon. It was concluded that Blue Elm Cave needs a completely 
new survey that will have to be done on a small follow-up trip. The 
team led by Paul Fambro succeeded in finishing the survey of Sumac 
Pit and took some entrance photos of Goat Head Cave. The team led 
by Don Auburn finished up many of the random details across the park 
and picked up Jacqui from the bunkhouse on the way to survey Cricket 
Siphon where they completed the survey of that cave. While in Scorpion 
Cave, Mike found going passage missed by the previous survey team 
that lead down into significant amounts of breakdown passage. This 
will also need to be surveyed on a follow-up trip. 
 By the five o’clock hour most all of the cavers had returned to camp. 
Dinner was started, new data collected, showers taken, and various 
campfires lit. At nine o‘clock a small group gathered for a quick tour of 
Kickapoo Caverns. The tour was unique as the tourists were serenaded 
by Todd Seibel on guitar and Andy Glusenkamp on harmonica. Once 
we got to the back of the cave, they played blues until everyone was 
finished exploring. The tour was short and everyone was back at camp 
by 10:45 p.m. 
 Sunday morning came with more drizzle and some rain. As those 
that toured Kickapoo the night before were packing up and heading 
out, another group of volunteers gathered and headed to the caverns 
for a longer tour. Mike Knezek came along and provided some extra 
insight to the group about the cave. With such a large group, the tour 
was longer and more relaxing and everyone eventually sat down for a 
while. After the tour, everyone headed back to camp to pack up and 
most headed home while a few others stuck around, compiled data and 
did paperwork to help wrap up the project. Jacqui had done a great job 
organizing the files so all we had to do was add the new data to them. By 

TSA PROJECT NEWS
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2:00 p.m. the work was 
done and everyone 
had packed up and 
headed out for the 
long drive home. 
 A total of 41 
volunteers attended 
the project from 
all over the state. 
Many more acres of 
ridge-walked area 
were added to the 
maps. All but two 
caves have complete 
files including GPS 
locations, cave report 
forms, survey notes, 
and photos. Some of 
the caves still need 
final maps, which 
Allan and I will work 
on finishing soon. The 
only items that remain 

to complete the goals of the project are a resurvey of Blue Elm Cave and 
to finish the survey on Scorpion Cave. 
 The project has been a success from day one. Many volunteers 
and cavers have expressed their gratitude and enjoyment of the project 
weekends and will be sad to see it come to a close. Allan Cobb and I 
want to thank everyone for volunteering his or her time to come out 
and help. We would also like to thank TPWD and Mike Knezek for 
allowing us access to the park and working with us on the project. 

Honey Creek Cave
January 2005
by Lex Cox, a.k.a. “CB”

Participants: Lex Cox, Tammy Cox, Michael Cicherski, Kurt Menking, 
Bill Steele, Don Broussard and Meghan ?
 
 Yep, Tammy rented wet suits and we went to Honey Creek Cave 
in January. Who would have thought she could have talked me into 
going? But she did.  It was about a four-hour drive from our house in 
Azle to get to the cave.  This was our first time to go to a river cave so we 
didn’t really know what to expect. I thought we were going to have to 
rappell down a 150-foot hole to get to the starting point and was pretty 
unsure of doing that. When we got there I saw the shaft that had a cable 
attached to it and was relieved that we were going to be lowered in. 
This was a very technical operation.  It seems that an old tractor is used 
in low gear to hook up to the cable and lower 3 people at a time into 
the shaft. This worked fine. Tammy, Megan and I were lowered in with 
no problems. Kurt had been operating the tractor. After he lowered 
everyone in he pulled the cable out and dropped a rope down the shaft. 
This is done because there is not enough room to safely rappell down or 
ascend back out with the cable still in the shaft. Once Kurt came down 
we walked, crawled, swam and squished through mud for about two 
and a half hours before we reached the point where some diving tanks 
had been left in the cave about four years ago. Three of us decided we 
could carry the two tanks back the way we came and somehow get them 
up the shaft. Bill had brought two packs for us to put the tanks in to 
help carry them.  

 Michael, Don and I parted ways from the rest of the group and 
started our long haul out. The others went on to find the Shower Stall 
room. We stopped twice to rest on the way out. It seemed like the tanks 
were getting heavier and heavier. Finally we made it back to the shaft 
area. Don volunteered to ascend up the rope and operate the tractor 
to lower the cable down to us. Don had not driven the tractor before, 
but Kurt had given him instructions before we started out. Don started 
up while Michael and I waited, standing in the 40 degree air that was 
blowing down the shaft. Michael and I talked about his pack, he was 
afraid it wouldn’t hold 
his tank. He decided I 
should go out first and 
then send my pack 
back down to him. 
Forty-five minutes 
later the cable was 
lowered down to us. I 
went to go to the cable 
to hook on and told 
Michael I would send 
my pack back down as 
soon as I got out. He 
said “*#^* (bologna), 
I’m frozen, I will hold 
my tank and go out 
at the same time.” He 
hooked onto the rope 
one loop above me 
holding his tank. I 
hooked my pack onto 
the loop just above 
me. We shook the 
cable and Don started 
pulling us up. When 
we were getting close 
to the top the cable 
started jerking up and down repeatedly. Michael and I, with very 
choice words, asked each other “what the heck was going on?” We were 
worried that Don might have fallen off the tractor or had a stroke, who 
knows? All we knew is that we were about 140 feet from the bottom. 
Michael was about 5 feet from the top of the shaft and I was 15 feet 
under him. We were still jerking around so we both braced ourselves 
against the walls. Then we had a sudden jerk about two feet upwards. At 
that point Michael was close enough to throw his tank out the top and 
pull himself out of the hole. He yelled to Don that there was still one 
more in the hole. Don could not hear him because of the noise from the 
tractor and he was too far away. I braced myself in the shaft again while 
Michael ran to Don to tell him I was still in there. 
 Meanwhile Don had pulled forward several feet and the tank 
above me had landed in my lap. Michael came back and said my voice 
had changed a few octaves. Hmmm, I wonder why? He told me that 
Don had backed into a tree and needed to pull forward some more to 
go around the tree. I told Michael that I had ten feet of rope and a tank 
in my lap and there was no way I could go back down. I was not sure 
how much longer I could hold myself against the wall with the added 
weight of the tank. Don hurried and before long I was being pulled out 
to safety. 
 This is an experience we will remember for a long time. The next 
time I go to Honey Creek I think I will stay topside and have a fire and 
dinner ready for the tired, cold and wet cavers.
 [Editor’s Note: This article originally appeared in the March 
Maverick Bull, and is reprinted here with the permission of the author 
and editor.

The family that caves together stays together. 
Lex and Tammy Cox.
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Officers Present:  Bill Steele, Chairman; Jim 
Kennedy, Vice-chairman; Jerry Atkinson, Secretary; 
Michael Cicherski, Treasurer.
TSA Members in Attendance:  Allan Cobb (UTG), 
Linda Palit (BG), Jacqui Bills (PBSS), Don Broussard 
(AMCS), Gary Napper (UTG), Keith Goggin (Ind), 
Lisa Goggin (Ind), Diana Tomchick (MG/DFWG), 
Bill Russell (UTG), Bill Mixon (UTG), George Veni 
(BG), Joe Ranzau (BG), Jay Jorden (DFWG), Keith 
Heuss (MG), Melvin Noble (UTG), Ernest Garza 
(UTG).

 The meeting convened from 10:30 AM to 3:00 
PM.  The minutes from the TSA Business meeting 
held on 17 October 2004 at the Texas Cavers’ 
Reunion were accepted as read by the Secretary 
with minor amendments.
 Officer Reports
 Chairman’s Report :  (Steele)  Bill greeted the 
meeting attendees and gave a brief history of his 
reasons for becoming chairman.  He thanked the 
TSS for hosting the meeting.
 Vice-Chairman’s Report :  (Kennedy)  Jim 
stated that his principal responsibilities were 
organizing the Spring TSA Convention.
 Secretary’s Report :  (Atkinson)  Principal 
responsibilities are recording the minutes of the 
Business meetings and maintaining the membership 
database.
 Treasurer’s Report :  (Cicherski)  Michael 
submitted a written report on the financial status 
of the TSA as of 31 December 2004.  The TSA has 
total cash assets of $18,635.82 including $8,230.06 
in the Operating Account, $3,627.69 in the Savings 
Account, and $6,778.07 in the Land Fund.  Income 
for the 2004 calendar year totaled $8,719.41 while 
expenses over the same period were $7,235.29, 
resulting in a net income of $1,537.61.
 The TSA Land Fund grew at a very slow pace 
in 2004.  The Land Fund is invested in a Fidelity 
Cash Reserve Account with a current return of 
0.86% annualized for the one year period.  The year-
to-date dividend for this account was under $100.
 During 2004, the following changes were 
implemented by the Treasurer :
 1. A complete audit was completed on all 
three TSA accounts.
 2. All three accounts have been balanced 
and are currently reconciled monthly.
 3. All accounts have been downloaded to 
QuickBooks.
 4. All accounts have back-up copies stored 
off premise.
 5. Monthly financial reports are filed with 
the TSA officers.
 6. A 2005 budget has been generated for the 
organization.
 In 2005, the Executive Council plans to address 
the following issues :
 1. Review the TSA Land Fund Account in 
detail to determine if other financial vehicles are 
available that give a better return yet still meet the 
needs and requirements of the TSA.

 2. Explore the issue of 501(c)3 status for the 
TSA.
 Michael presented a proposed 2005 TSA 
budget to the attendees.  A discussion ensued 
regarding the cost of publishing the Texas Caver 
and the need to reduce mailing costs.  M/Linda Palit 
to accept the proposed budget as a guideline which 
will be revisited in April.  S/Jacqui Bills.  The motion 
passed unanimously.
 Standing Committee Reports
 Conservation :  (Bills)  Jacqui noted that the 
TSA does not have an official conservation guideline 
or statement.  She plans to generate a general set of 

guidelines for review by the Board.  She would like to 
organize a Conservation and Restoration Workshop 
focused toward more of a prevention theme rather 
than correction.  She would welcome input.
 Membership :  (Keith Goggin)  Keith will try 
to increase membership by posting a message to 
CaveTex.  Atkinson reviewed current membership 
statistics; the TSA currently has 125 Individual, 
25 Family, and 4 Library memberships, with an 
additional 33 publication exchanges with other 
organizations.  There have been 40 non-renewals 
since October 2004.
 Publications :  Texas Caver Report :  
(Tomchick)  Diana apologized for the tardiness of 
the Texas Caver.  The December 2004 issue is almost 
laid out and will be ready for the printer shortly.  
Material for the February 2005 issue is being solicited.  
The remaining 2004 issues that are outstanding will 
be published.  Someone needs to visit Becky Jones 
and retrieve the material that was submitted to her 
for the Texas Caver.  The Membership Manual will 
be laid out by Atkinson and submitted to Diana for 
printing.  Diana is soliciting material for the October 
2005 issue which is the 50th anniversary issue of the 
Texas Caver.
 PDF files of the Texas Caver are being generated 
for every issue.  Members will be informed that 
future issues of the Texas Caver may be posted to 
the internet.
 Palit raised the question of copyright issues, 

especially for web-posted material.  Tomchick 
responded that the electronic version conveys all 
copyrights of the original publication.  Mixon noted 
that since about 1995, all articles and photos are 
automatically copyrighted by the author(s) when a 
publication is created.  The TSA has copyright to the 
Texas Caver, not the individual articles and photos 
contained within.  M/Palit that the TSA create 
a Copyright Committee to generate a copyright 
policy and statement to be placed in the Texas 
Caver masthead.  A general discussion ensued.  The 
consensus was to have an Ad Hoc Committee headed 
by Diana Tomchick generate a proposed copyright 
policy and statement which will be reviewed by the 
officers for inclusion in the February 2005 issue of 
the Texas Caver.  Future consideration regarding 
electronic versions of the Texas Caver was tabled to 
the Publication Committee.
 Safety and Techniques :  (Broussard)  Don 
will encourage all grottos to send their current 
training and caving events to him to be printed in 
the Texas Caver.  He also intends to research the 

current phone numbers of cave rescue organizations 
to be contacted in the event of an emergency.  These 
will be published in the Texas Caver and new Cave 
Rescue stickers will be printed.
 Temporary Committee Reports
 Bylaws :  (Mixon)  Bill gave a short history 
of the events leading up to the present proposal to 
change the TSA Bylaws and presented a proposed 
re-write of the Bylaws to the attendees (contact 
the Secretary for a copy of the proposed Bylaws 
changes).  A general discussion ensued regarding 
the implications of the proposed changes on any 
future 501(c)3 status for the organization.  Further 
discussion centered on the pros and cons of 
adopting the proposed changes or simply amending 
the existing Bylaws.  No consensus was reached and 
it was suggested that a Bylaws Committee be formed 
to consider the issue.
 TSA Projects :  (Cobb)  Allan reported on 
the status of the currently listed TSA Projects and 
submitted a written report (contact the Secretary for 
a copy of the full report).  There are seven currently 
active projects and three inactive projects.  With the 

TEXAS SPELEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF TSA WINTER BUSINESS MEETING
22 January 2005

(Convened at TSS office, Pickle Research Center, Austin, Texas)

Clockwise from bottom left: William Russell, 
George Veni, Bill Steele, Don Broussard, Michael 

Cicherski, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Atkinson, Allan 
Cobb, Linda Palit, Bill Mixon, Keith Goggin. 

Ernie Garza photo.
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exception of one project (CBSP), all active projects 
are running fine and no action needs to be taken.  
It was recommended that all inactive projects be 
removed from the official list of TSA Projects.  
Problems and recommendations that were noted by 
the committee:
 1. The TSA does not have any control or 
oversight of its projects.  It was recommended that 
the TSA generate a Letter of Agreement (LOA) 
between the project leaders and the TSA that clearly 
outlines the actions (reports, maps, etc.) that need 
to be performed during the course of the project.  
An LOA, MOA, or MOU concerning the details of 
the project would then be signed between the TSA 
and the landowner or controlling entity.  It was 
further recommended that a Projects Committee 
be formed to oversee the projects and enforce all 
signed agreements.
 2. TPWD has issues with the Colorado 
Bend State Park Project (CBSP) regarding its data 
handling.  It was recommended that the TSA take 
immediate action to intervene and satisfy the 
concerns of the TPWD.  It was further recommended 
that the CBSP project leaders and a representative 
of the TSA meet with TPWD to discuss any issues.
 A discussion ensued which clarified the 
recommendations of the committee.  The consensus 
was that the TSA needs more control/oversight of 
projects that carry its name.  An Ad Hoc Committee 
chaired by Jim Kennedy was formed to work with 
TPWD and immediately address their concerns 
with regard to CBSP.  Keith Heuss will contact the 
current CBSP project leaders and discuss the issue.  
The Ad Hoc Committee will also create guidelines 
and reporting standards for future TSA projects.
 Other Reports
 Land Fund :  (Jorden)  Jay reported on the 
current status of the Land Fund and noted that there 
is still a vacant trustee position.  If we want to grow 
the fund, we will probably need to become a 501(c)3 
organization in order to accept tax deductible 
donations.  Then Land Fund currently has a balance 
of $6,778.07.  A general discussion ensued regarding 
the vision for the Fund and whether it is viable for 
the TSA to pursue that vision, or to transfer the Fund 
to another organization.  Linda Palit stated that she 
is not sure if the TSA needs to be concerned with 
the Fund at present, but that getting the Texas Caver 
printed on time and increasing the membership 
are more important issues.  Allan Cobb stated 
that the TCR committee would be happy to have 
another organization purchase a permanent TCR 
site, but noted the exceedingly high prices of land 
with running water.  Thinks TSA needs to prioritize 
its goals and determine whether a land purchase is 
important in the near term.
A general discussion ensued as to the pros and cons 
of land ownership experienced by both the NSS and 
the Old Timers Reunion.  M/Steele, S/Cicherski to 
elect Ted Lee to the position of Land Fund Trustee.  
The motion passed unanimously.
 TSA Webmaster :  (Steele)  Travis 
Kinchen expressed interest in passing along the 
responsibilities of the TSA webmaster.  Bennett 
Lee has expressed strong interest in volunteering 
for the position and has extensive experience with 
website administration.  Steele and Cicherski will 
follow-up with Bennett Lee regarding TSA website 
responsibilities.
 TSA Store :  (Cicherski)  Michael read the 
report submitted by Logan McNatt regarding the 
TSA Store inventory and finances (contact Secretary 

for a copy of the full report).  The TSA Store currently 
has $6,264 in inventory stock and $188 in petty cash.  
There are approximately 18,000 back issues of the 
Texas Caver which are not included in the inventory 
but have an estimated inventory value between 
$9000 to $18,000.  Logan would like to transfer the 
TSA trailer registration to Jim Kennedy or someone 
else.
 Carol Schumacher’s new t-shirt design is now 
available, as is the Devil’s Sinkhole poster which is 
selling for $5.
 Project Reports
 Kickapoo Cavern State Park Project :  (Cobb)  
The next scheduled project trip will be next weekend 
(28-30 January 2005).  This will be the 
last of the Phase I trips planned by the 
project.  Hopefully, Phase II trips will 
begin shortly.  The photo monitoring 
workshop has been rescheduled to 
March 2005.  The planned Devil’s 
Sinkhole Cleanup will not happen this 
spring due to schedule conflicts.
 Caverns of Sonora Restoration 
:  (Veni)  The last “large” restoration 
project trip will be scheduled for this 
fall.  Will probably schedule smaller 
projects in the future that will target 
other parts of the cave.
 Bustamante Project :  (Kennedy)  
The next trip will focus on road and trail 
construction, signs, and trail bridge in 
the entrance room.  Need volunteers 
for campground security, drivers, and 
parking attendants.
 Internal Organization Reports
 PBSS :  (Bills)  The grotto has volunteered to 
do registration at the Spring TSA Convention.
 GHG :  (Ranzau)  The grotto is still around and 
doing well.  Making sustained contributions to the 
Deep/Punkin Acquisition Fund.
 UTG :  (Cobb)  The grotto still exists and 
members are caving in Texas and Mexico.
 Maverick/DFWG :  (Tomchick)  The grottos 
jointly conducted a cleanup of Jester Cave in 
Oklahoma on 4-5 December 2004.
 Bexar :  (Palit)  The grotto is active in various 
state cave projects.
 Old Business
 TSA Domain Registration :  (Ranzau)  The 
TSA’s web domain name is now registered for nine 
years, effective sometime in 2005.
 2009 International Congress of Speleology :  
(Veni)  The Congress will not be held in San Antonio 
as planned due to UTSA’s misrepresentation of their 
site capabilities.  UTSA cannot provide the reserved 
services and necessary time slot they had previously 
promised.  Both the NSS and the ICS Planning 
Committee still hope to be able to host the 2009 ICS 
in Texas and are currently searching for alternate 
venues.  At present, the potential site candidates are 
Kerrville, San Marcos, and New Braunfels.
 New Business
 TSA Spring Convention :  (Kennedy)  The 
announcement for the 2005 TSA Spring Convention 
was handed out at the meeting and posted to 
CaveTex.  Three buildings at the Fort McKavett 
State Historical Site are being rented for a total 
cost of $150 for the weekend plus $1.00 per person 
per day.  Banquet costs will be approximately $6.00 
to $8.00 a person and will consist of a 3-meat 
barbeque, salad, coleslaw, beans, cobbler, and tea.  

The break-even number of attendees is estimated to 
be approximately 100 people.  An auction benefiting 
the TCMA Deep/Punkin Acquisition Fund will 
be held after the banquet on Saturday.  There may 
be a Powell’s Cave trip on Sunday for Convention 
attendees.  TCMA will probably host a Sunday 
breakfast.  The Fort McKavett facilities will still be 
open to the general public during the Convention.
 TSA Donation to TCMA :  (Ranzau)  M/
Ranzau, S/Jorden to make a one-time donation of 
$100 to the TCMA Deep/Punkin Acquisition Fund.  
The motion passed unanimously.
 Texas Wildlife Expo : (Cobb)  Every year, on 
the first weekend of October, the Texas Wildlife 
Expo is held in Austin, Texas.  Presented by the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department and a coalition of 
conservation organizations, agencies and sponsors, 
the Expo celebrates the diversity of the outdoors 
experience in Texas.  Allan proposed that the TSA 
be represented at a booth in this year’s Expo.  The 
consensus was that it’s a good idea.
 Devil’s Sinkhole DVD :  (Steele)  The Steven 
Foster interview conducted last year by Steele, 
Pete Lindsley, and others will be included on the 
Foster Studio’s 1947 Devil’s Sinkhole film which is 
being marketed on  DVD sponsored by the Devil’s 
Sinkhole Society (DSS), TSA, TPWD, and NSS.  The 
DSS will market the DVD and the Foster interview 
will be televised on a future TPWD program.
 Announcements
 (Heuss)  There will be a party at the TCC 
headquarters after the meeting.
 (Veni)  The Bexar Grotto and TCMA will jointly 
host the Spring NSS BOG Meeting on 5 March 2005.  
The meeting will be held at the Edwards Aquifer 
Authority headquarters in San Antonio.
 (Veni)  Barry Beck started a series of biannual 
Sinkhole Symposiums; the next one will be held in 
San Antonio in late September 2005.
 (Palit)  There will be a TCMA Board Meeting 
at Aimee Beveridge’s house tomorrow, Sunday the 
23rd.  Contact a TCMA director for details.  Linda 
also announced that trip leaders are needed for in-
cave training for Deep and Punkin Caves.  Contact 
Linda Palit for details.
 (Jorden)  Jay announced that he will be 
running as a candidate for NSS President.  M/Steele 
to endorse Jay’s NSS presidential nomination.  The 
motion passed unanimously.
 The next TSA meeting will be held Saturday, 
April 30th at the 2005 TSA Spring Convention prior 
to the banquet.
 Submitted by Gerald L. Atkinson.

Bill Steele, Don Broussard, Jay Jorden and Batman share a 
light-hearted moment. Ernie Garza photo.

April 2005          the Texas Caver      Page 21



The 2005 TSA Spring Convention will 
be held at Fort McKavett State Historic 

Site near Menard. Pre-registration is $20 
for individuals and $30 for families by April 
15, with registration after that date at $25 
for individuals and $40 for families. The 
registration form and other info is at 
http://www.cavetexas.org/tsasc2005.htm and 
http://www.oztotl.com/tsa and on the next 
page of this issue of the Texas Caver. 
 The registration fee gets you free camping 
at the historic fort, Saturday talks, vendors, a 
photo salon, a map salon, Saturday evening 
banquet, and an auction benefiting TCMA’s 
purchase of Punkin and Deep caves with 
Bill Steele handling auctioneer duties again. 
I hear that there will likely be signup sheets 
for Sunday trips to nearby Powell’s Cave, the 
second longest in Texas. There will also be 

an open TSA members’ meeting on Saturday 
afternoon, and a TCMA meeting sometime 
that weekend. Allan Cobb will be cooking 
breakfast Sunday morning to raise additional 
money for Punkin and Deep. Bring your 
bucks, and don’t worry about cooking! If any 
other grotto or group would like to provide 
another meal as a fundraiser for the cause 
of their choice, let me know. TSA Store, TSS 
Bookstore, and a couple of other speleovendors 
will be on hand to stock you up on gear and 
publications. PBSS has agreed to handle all the 
registration chores.
 All talks will be roughly 20-30 minutes 
unless we work out something in advance.  
Everyone will get a program guide at 
Registration listing the schedule for the 
weekend’s activities.
 Ed Goff of Dallas has volunteered to run 

the Photo Salon this year.  Send all 
of your submissions and questions 
to him at 1900 Elm St. #513, Dallas, 
TX 75201,  
egoff@tm.com The Map Salon will 
be organized by Bob Richards, 
you can send your maps to him at 
bob@cavegraphics.com
 A fascinating article on the 
history of the fort, a cavalry post 
active between 1852 and 1883, is at 
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/
fortmcka/article.htm  
 Another cool article, with 
maps, illustrations, and details on 
the legendary Buffalo Soldiers is 

at http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/admin/
buffalo/
 Did you know that Robert E. Lee was 
once stationed there? The Junction Eagle also 
did a nice story on the Fort at http://www.
junctioneagle.com/visitad2.shtml
 Registered Boy Scouts can earn a nifty 
patch by hiking around the grounds and doing 
a service project.  Get the details at http://www.
westtexasscoutinghistory.net/historicaltrails_
mckavett.html
 Bring your telescopes! Fort McKavett 
is a dark sky spot used by the San Antonio 
Astronomical Association and the Johnson 
Space Center Astronomical Society.  The 
moon will be waning, and in the last quarter, 
on Saturday, April 30th; moonrise will be at 
2:16 a.m. Check out the site’s Clear Sky Clock 
at http://cleardarksky.com/c/FtMcKaTXkey.
html?1
 Fort McKavett is in western Menard 
County.  It is approximately 192 miles 
from Austin, 167 miles from San Antonio, 
360 miles from Houston, and 310 miles 
from Dallas.  Directions and a map 
can be found at http://maps.msn.com/
(x2mdqr55waiqhzm4zhtjck45)/map.aspx?L=
USA&C=30.8266666667%2c-100.105&A=143
.33333&P=|60C5|&TI=Fort+McKavett%2c+T
exas  
 UTM coordinates are zone14 394127E 
3410792N (NAD27).  It is on the Fort McKavett 
7.5’ quad.

 Stay tuned for more updates on CaveTex.

TSA Spring Convention, April 30-May 1, 2005
Fort McKavett State Historic Site

By Jim “Crash” Kennedy

TCMA Fundraising Auction
By Allan Cobb

 The TCMA is holding another Fundraising 
Auction at the TSA Spring Convention. (See 
http://www.cavetexas.org/tsasc2005.htm and 
http://www.oztotl.com/tsa for further details.) 
All proceeds from the auction will go to build 
up the TCMA Cave Acquisition Fund so we 
are ready when the next great cave that comes 
up for sale.
 This year we will once again have a Silent 
Auction with many different items followed by 
a Live Auction on Saturday evening. Bill Steele, 
Chair of the TSA, has once again graciously 
agreed to act as auctioneer. Be prepared for 
another fun filled evening of bidding and 
buying. We have started gathering lots of great 
stuff and we still have room for more.
 If you have items to donate (no broken 

down cars, please!), contact Allan Cobb 
(ac@oztotl.com or 512-694-5433). We will 
accept just about anything caving or close to 
caving related. This is a great opportunity to 
make a donation to help with cave purchases.
 At the auction, we will be able to accept 
cash and checks. We may or may not be able to 
process credit or debit cards, so cash or checks 
is encouraged.
 Auction items include:
 -The rappel rack, helmet and carbide 
lamp  used by T.R. Evans during first descent 
of Golondrinas
 -Barb MacLeod concert in Austin, San 
Antonio, or within 100 miles of Austin
  -A DVD of Bill Cuddington’s 28-second 
rappel of Golondrinas
  -The original drawing of Redneck’s 
Descent, a Norman Kristofferson drawing 
(previously published in the description of 
the Devil’s Sinkhole in The Caves and Karst of 

Texas)
  -A scuba tank carrier manufactured for 
Sistema Huautla
  -Two scuba tanks left deep in Honey 
Creek Cave for 4+ years
 -Copy of Beyond the Deep signed by Bill 
Stone
  -First copy of DVD of the 1947 film The 
Devil’s Sinkhole, complete with interview of 
the filmmaker’s son Steven Foster
  -CD of Barb MacLeod’s 2004 TSA 
Convention performance
 -Fireproof file cabinet (for hanging files)
 -Devil’s sinkhole bat tour passes
 -DVDs of TV dramatization of the Floyd 
Collins incident
 -America Underground stereoslides and 
viewers from Michael McEachern (3 sets)
 -Fully functional microwave oven
 -Classic caving shirts
 -Photography grab bag
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